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Chapter 8 
Turmoil and Transition: The 60s 
and Beyond

It is not surprising that as the 1960s dawned, the 
large size of the New York Province, at least in terms 
of the number of men, institutions, and missions 
it contained, would once again raise thoughts of 
a further division. On June 21, 1960, the upstate 
New York portion of the province, along with the 
Caroline-Marshall Islands, was divided off to form 
the Buffalo Province. The new province had two 
colleges, Canisius and Le Moyne, two high schools, 
Canisius and McQuaid, a novitiate/juniorate at 
Plattsburgh, the tertianship and shrine at Auriesville, 
two parishes as well as the many institutions and 
outposts in the Pacific. Fr. James Shanahan, SJ, 
former president of St. Peter’s College, was named 
the first provincial. The new province would not, 
however, be content to stand pat with the status 
quo. Bishop Joseph Burke of Buffalo had asked the 
Society to start a retreat house for the laity in his 
diocese, and so in September, 1960, ground was 
broken at a 60-acre site in Clarence Center, a suburb 
of Buffalo, for a new retreat center. A second decision 
was made that same year for the establishment of 
the province’s cemetery at Auriesville, where the 
first burial took place in 1961. At first, the provincial 
offices for the province were located at Canisius 
High School in Buffalo, but within a few years a new 
office and residence was built on Demong Drive, 
on the border of the Le Moyne College campus in 
Syracuse.

The New York Province, now shorn of its upstate 
apostolates, had communities and works within the 
Archdioceses of New York and Newark, as well as 
in the Dioceses of Brooklyn, Rockville Center and 
Paterson. Puerto Rico would also remain a part of 
this province, with Nigeria soon to be added. The 
provincial superior as the decade began was Fr. 
John McGinty, SJ, 46 years old at the time of his 
appointment. After ordination he had taught at St. 
Peter’s College and then served first as secretary 
and then socius to the provincial. At the time of his 
appointment he was serving as the rector of the St. 
Ignatius complex in Manhattan. 

The term “The Sixties” will conjure up in the 
minds of many various images of violence, turmoil, 
and confusion as many of the norms that had 
governed society in the 1950s were challenged and 
transformed. The turmoil of the 1960s did not spare 

the Church either, as the Second Vatican Council led 
to many changes in Catholic thought and practice. 
The universal Society experienced the 31st General 
Congregation, called following the death of Superior 
General, John Baptist Janssens, SJ, in October, 
1964. The Congregation not only elected as the 
new Superior General, Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, of the 
Japanese province, but it also issued a number of 
important decrees that would have a great impact on 
the life of the Society in the years ahead. 

The 1960s also witnessed significant changes for 
the New York Province. Almost from the outset, 
the Buffalo Province had labored under hardships 
connected both with finances and with manpower. 
In the summer of 1967 the small number novices 
that the province had were moved out of Bellarmine 
College in Plattsburgh and the property was sold. 
By the middle of the decade it seemed clear that a 
reunification with the New York Province would have 
to be made. During 1967, extensive discussion, were 
carried out in both provinces that would lead not 
only to a reuniting of the two jurisdictions but also to 
the creation of a new governmental structure. There 
would be one provincial for the province, but he 
would be assisted by three apostolic vice-provincials 

The new Buffalo Province provincial and his assistants look over a map 
of the newly created territory. From left to right they are: Br. Joseph 
Henle, SJ, Fr. Provincial James Shanahan, SJ, and Br. Gerry Shade, SJ.
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who would themselves be major superiors. These 
three men would have responsibility for the 
three major apostolic foci of the province: higher 
education, secondary education, and social-pastoral 
ministries. The men of the province, apart from those 
in formation or on the missions, would be assigned to 
one of these vice-provinces, and the vice-provincial 
of his province would function as his major superior. 
The regional provincial would still maintain ultimate 
authority over the province as a whole, as well 
as have direct care for the missions and for those 
in formation. This latter area of responsibility, 
however, would soon be delegated to another vice-
provincial—for formation. On November 13, 1967, 
Father General Pedro Arrupe, SJ, approved the new 
governance arrangement by way of an experiment. It 
took effect on January 1, 1968. 

The man who would lead the new New York 
Province was Fr. Robert Mitchell, SJ, one of the 
youngest men ever to hold this position in this 
province. Born in 1926 and entering the Society 
in 1943 after graduating from Regis High School, 
Mitchell had earned a doctorate in theology at the 
University of Strasbourg before becoming, briefly, 
dean of Le Moyne College, then vice-provincial 
while Fr. McGinty was attending the General 
Congregation, and then provincial of the province in 
the year before the merger with the Buffalo Province.

Perhaps of even greater moment for the future of 
the New York Province were the series of discussions 
begun in mid-decade but reaching a climax in the 
first half of 1968 that concerned the renewal of the 
province and a realistic assessment of its apostolic 
commitments going forward. In July 1968, the 
provincial, vice-provincials and the other province 
consultors met at the former Buffalo provincialate 
in Syracuse to plan for the future. On September 
16,1968 the plan was released to the province by Fr. 
Mitchell. In his covering letter he indicated that the 
plan “calls upon us to renew ourselves, not merely 
as members of this or that institution or work, but as 
Jesuits, brothers to each other and members of this 
Province, and to seek in that identity the ways in 
which we can best serve God and His Church.” Any 
program of renewal must first look to the personal 
renewal of the individual, and the plan called for 
renewed attention to the importance of community 
life and prayer, commitment to the vows and the 
vital role that the superior of the community needed 
to play in the life and work of individual Jesuits. 
The entire formation program in the province was 
radically overhauled. The novitiate was to be moved 
from Poughkeepsie to Syracuse, to the former 
Buffalo provincialate, renamed St. Andrew Hall. Here 
the resources of Le Moyne College could provide for 
the academic dimension of the novices’ formation. 

The philosophate would move from Shrub Oak to 
the campus of Fordham University in the Bronx. 
The recently renovated graduate student residence 
next to Kohlmann Hall, named Murray-Weigel Hall 
after two very notable members of the Woodstock 
faculty who had recently died, would now be home to 
scholastics doing collegiate and philosophical studies. 
The Regency period of formation was shortened 
to two years as the norm, and the move of the 
theologate from Woodstock, Md. to New York City’s 
West Side near Columbia University and Union 
Theological Seminary, a transition that had already 
been announced, would move ahead. These changes 
were in keeping with the 31st General Congregation, 
which, in its decree on the training of scholastics, had 
urged that these houses of studies be near university 
campuses.110 The base for the tertianship would be at 
Inisfada rather than at Auriesville.

In the process of planning for the best use of the 
available manpower and financial resources of the 
province, it was clear that some difficult decisions 
would have to be made. As the plan noted: “There is 
general agreement that the Province is currently over-
extended.” This might seem an odd statement in light 
of the fact that the reunited New York Province had 
nearly 1,400 men. The province authorities, however, 
recognized that, “Discernible trends in recruitment 
and perseverance force us to face the fact that this 
overextension will continue and even increase in 
terms of all our present commitments.” 

The provincial’s remarks on province manpower 
were right on the mark. In 1970, the province would 
have 1,299 members, in 1980, 973 men, and in 1990, 
769 Jesuits. The decrease, however, was especially 
dramatic in the number of scholastics: in 1970 there 
were 325, in 1975, 142, and in 1980, only 77. In 
higher education the plan called for focusing newly 
available manpower resources on Fordham and Le 
Moyne for the next five or six years; in secondary 
education to focus on five of the eight province high 
schools: Canisius, Colegio San Ignacio, Regis, St. 
Peter’s Prep, and Xavier. Fordham Prep’s future as a 
Jesuit apostolate would be determined by whether or 
not it would be able to finance and construct a new 
building to replace the old and overcrowded building 
it then occupied. Responsibility for McQuaid would 
be handed over to a lay board of trustees with 
“reduced Jesuit participation.” Loyola School, which 
already had a lay headmaster, would be “sponsored 
and maintained by laymen with a minimum of Jesuit 
presence.” The hope was that Brooklyn Prep could 
be turned over to the Brooklyn Diocese so that it 
could continue to provide students with a Catholic 
education. In the social-pastoral area, the retreat 
houses at Inisfada, Staten Island, Morristown and 
Syracuse would be maintained. The Albany retreat 
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house was already being phased out and the diocese 
of Buffalo would be approached concerning the 
future of the Clarence Center house. The retreat 
centers at Auriesville and Monroe would be reviewed 
in the next several years. While the province would 
maintain its commitment to the parishes it was then 
staffing, it would take on no new responsibilities in 
terms of hospital or prison chaplaincies.

The province plans for the houses of formation 
were effectively and efficiently carried out. The 
building and property at Poughkeepsie were sold, 
and eventually would become home to the Culinary 
Institute of America (the other CIA). The building 
along with some of the property at Shrub Oak was 
sold initially to the Baptist Bible Institute, but when 
they had trouble keeping up with the mortgage 
payments the building and property came into the 

possession of Phoenix House, the drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation organization. In both instances the 
province maintained ownership of some land, 
including the cemeteries located in each place. The 
tertianship building at Auriesville (though not the 
Shrine or the cemetery) would pass into other hands 
a number of years later. The move of the theologate 
to New York City, however, would not be long lived. 
Discussions were underway in the early 1970s among 
the American provincials concerning the future of 
theological education for scholastics in this country. 
In December 1972, Fr. Arrupe announced that there 
would be just three Jesuit theologates in the United 
States, located in Berkeley, Calif., Cambridge, 
Mass., and Chicago, Ill.. These three would now be 
Assistancy rather than province sponsored works. 
The theologate at St. Louis would continue as the 
Divinity School of the university, educating lay and 
religious men and women; Woodstock College in 
New York would be phased out as a theologate, and 
on May 18, 1975, a liturgy marking the closing of the 
school was held at St. Paul’s Chapel on the Columbia 
University campus.

While Woodstock College was no more, one of 
the residences where students and faculty had lived 
remained an active community for Jesuits engaged 
in a variety of activities in the New York City area. 
The building where the Jesuits lived was not owned 
by the province, but rather they occupied a number 
of rented apartments in the building. As time went 
on and as the number of Jesuits connected to the 
community declined, and after a lengthy dispute with 
the landlord regarding rents, the community moved in 
2009 from its West 98th Street location to a building 
rented from the Franciscans on Thompson Street in 
lower Manhattan.

While the Province Plan with regard to the higher 
education institutions was not implemented to the 
extent envisioned, much did happen in the other 
apostolic areas. McQuaid and Loyola School each 
transitioned to boards of trustees with a majority 
of laymen, and the plan for Brooklyn Prep to come 
under diocesan control was never realized; in the 
early 1970s the school finally closed its doors and 
was sold to New York City to become Medgar Evers 
College, part of the City University of New York. 
Money left over from the sale after all debts had been 
taken care of, a sum of approximately one and a half 
million dollars, formed the Brooklyn Prep Fund, the 
income from which would be used to support various 
province educational works. 

Fordham Prep’s future as a Jesuit school clearly 
rested on its ability to finance and complete the 
construction of a new school building. Its situation 
was complicated in part by its legal connection to 

Notable Jesuits

For several centuries 
a�er the Protestant 
Reformation of the 16th 
century, relations between 
the Catholic Church 
and the other branches 
of Christianity were 
decidedly cool, and o�en 
openly hostile toward 
one another. One of the 
pioneers of the ecumenical 
movement, which sought 
to reverse the enmity 
that had existed, was Fr. 
Gustave Weigel, SJ. Born 
in Bu�alo and educated at Canisius High School, Fr. 
Weigel entered the New York Province in 1922 and was 
ordained in 1935. Receiving his doctorate in theology 
from the Gregorian University in 1938, he joined the 
theology faculty at the Catholic University of Chile, 
where he taught until 1948. Transferring to the faculty of 
Woodstock College as professor of ecclesiology in that 
year, he remained on the theologate sta� for the rest of 
his life. With his wide knowledge of both Protestant and 
Orthodox Churches, he was able to serve as a consultant 
for the Vatican’s Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity and worked as a translator for the non-Catholic 
observers who had been invited to attend the Council. 
�e author of 11 books ranging from a study of the 
medieval theologian Faustus of Riez to the modern 
ecumenical movement, Fr. Weigel died suddenly in New 
York City in January, 1964.

Fr. Gustave Weigel, SJ
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Fordham University. The university was moving 
ahead with its plans to turn over control of the 
institution to a board of trustees whose membership 
would have a lay majority. The Jesuit community at 
Fordham was moving toward separate incorporation. 
The path for the Prep would have to be in the 
direction of severing its ties with the university, and 
this it did in June 1970. While the school’s board 
of trustees had a lay majority, there was also an all 
Jesuit board of members with ultimate ownership of 
the institution. (This two-tiered model would also 
be used by Canisius High School, Xavier and St. 
Peter’s Prep when they established their lay boards 
of trustees.) Fordham Prep moved ahead with plans 
for a new building to replace Hughes Hall, its home 
for many decades but by the late 1960s terribly 
inadequate. On the First Sunday in Advent in 1969 
New York’s Terence Cardinal Cooke presided at the 
ground breaking ceremonies for the new building, 
which would occupy space on the northwest corner 
of the university campus. Actual construction of 
the building did not begin until February 1971, and 
students were able to move into the new facility in 
September 1972. 

Financing the new Prep building turned out to be 
more of a challenge than originally envisioned. The 
original estimate of 3.5 million dollars had grown 
to an actual cost of more than 7 million dollars. The 
inflationary spiral that had hit the United States in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s had a particularly 
hard impact on the project. Thanks to the great 
generosity of its alumni and parents, the assistance of 
former New York Governor Malcolm Wilson, a Prep 
alumnus, and some benefit concerts by Bing Crosby 
and Bob Hope, the Prep was able to settle its debts by 
the end of the decade.

The 31st General Congregation and Vatican II 
played important roles in shaping the way that the 
Society and the Province faced the future. This 
became very apparent very quickly in the apostolate 
of higher education.111 The Council had spoken of the 
close collaboration with the laity that must exist, and 
for the Jesuits in higher education this would have a 
significant impact. In the Decree on the Apostolate 
of Education the 31st General Congregation stated: 
“[W]e should consider handing over to them (i.e. the 
laity) the roles they are prepared to assume in the 
work of education, whether these be in teaching, in 
academic and business administration, or even on 
the board of directors. It will also be advantageous to 
consider whether it would not be helpful to establish 
in some of our institutions of higher education 
a board of trustees which is composed partly of 
Jesuits and partly of lay people; the responsibilities 
both of ownership and of direction would pertain 
to this board.” St. Louis University led the way in 

the United States in creating such a board, where 
10 Jesuits and 18 laymen came together for their 
first meeting in June 1967. The higher education 
institutions of the New York Province followed suit 
over the next few years. Fordham created a board 
consisting of both Jesuits and laymen in 1968 and St. 
Peter’s, Canisius and Le Moyne did the same soon 
after. This new arrangement also led to the separate 
incorporation of the Jesuit Communities associated 
with these institutions. Father General Arrupe had 
given his permission for both of these developments.

If an undergraduate student from one of the 
province’s college in the early 20th century were to 
have been magically transported to his school in the 
late 1960s, he would have noticed something even 
more remarkable than the proliferation of buildings 
that had taken place. There were female students 
on the campus! Coeducation on the undergraduate 
level had come to Jesuit higher education, just as it 
had to just about every other college in the country. 
Le Moyne College, which had led the way by being 
coeducational from the start, also was the first Jesuit 
college to have a women’s dormitory actually on 
the campus, with the construction of St. Mary’s 
Hall in 1963. Prior to this, boarding female students 
had to reside in houses off campus. Spellman Hall 
at Fordham would become in part a residence for 
women attending Thomas More College, the “sister 
school” to the men’s Fordham College.

Vatican II also had an impact on one of the oldest 
ministries of the Society. The Sodality of Our Lady 
began at the Roman College in 1563 and received 
official recognition by Pope Gregory XIII in 1584. 
Aimed initially at fostering the spiritual life of the 
young men in Jesuit colleges, it gradually expanded 
its scope to include alumni, other laymen desirous 
growing in their spiritual lives, and eventually in 
the 18th century laywomen as well. The schools 
and parishes of the New York Province had been 
active centers of the sodality for decades, with many 
Jesuits involved as moderators of sodality groups, 
with one priest assigned to be the province director 
of sodalities. At Woodstock College in Maryland, a 
Sodality Academy was established where interested 
scholastics could learn to become good sodality 
moderators when they were assigned to apostolic 
works. The 1960s, however, witnessed a shift in 
the way that these groups operated. The Council’s 
Decree on the Apostolate of Lay People highlighted 
the increased role that laity was called upon to play in 
the life of the Church, and so it was that the Christian 
Life Communities (CLC), autonomous but still 
closely connected to the Society, emerged from the 
sodalities. Aimed at developing men and women who 
were both spiritually and doctrinally mature, the CLC 
was responding to the Council’s call to develop the 
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vocation of the laity in the Church and in the world. 
Jesuits would now serve, in the words of Fr. Arrupe, 
as “ecclesiastical assistants” to the CLC movement.112

The turmoil that had rocked American society in 
the late 1960s continued on into the early 1970s as 
the war in Viet Nam continued to rage, though with 
decreased American troop involvement. The domestic 
political scene was focused on the Watergate 
scandal and an inflationary spiral took hold of the 
economy. Called to lead the province during these 
difficult days was Fr. Eamon Taylor, SJ. Entering the 
Society in 1938 at the age of 17, after his ordination 
he spent a number of years teaching theology at 
Fordham’s College of Business Administration. 
Something must have rubbed off in his contact with 
the business students since the early 1960s found 
him as minister of the Xavier community. There 
followed an appointment as rector of the novitiate 
in Poughkeepsie followed by a term as rector of 
Brooklyn Prep. 

One change that became very apparent in the 
province in the years following Vatican II was the 
dramatic decrease in the number of brothers. When 
the province first came into existence in 1879 it 
could boast more than 170 brothers, including 21 
novice brothers, comprising a good third of the 
full province membership. Most of these men were 
assigned to the various colleges and especially 
to the houses of formation, where they served as 
cooks, porters, infirmarians, tailors, and all around 
maintenance workers. While Jesuit priests may 
have played the more visible role in carrying out 
the various apostolates, much that they did could 
not have been accomplished without the work of 
the brothers behind the scenes. Entering the 20th

century, however, the number of brothers, both in 
absolute terms and as a percentage of the province 
membership began to decline, with, for example, 149 
brothers out of a province of 637 in 1902, 113 out 
of 1,100 in 1931, and 98 out of more than 1,250 in 
1948. The number of novice brothers also declined 
to single digit numbers through these years when 
the province was otherwise growing. Over the years, 
many of the brothers were especially active in the 
houses of formation, large buildings with large 
amounts of property located out in rural areas. The 
work of the brothers was vital to the upkeep of these 
institutions. The movement of formation houses into 
the city removed the need for many of the brothers 
to do the kinds of work they had been doing, and 
the last decades of the century saw their smaller 
numbers now engaging in teaching, treasurer’s office 
work, and other forms of administration. Though 
proportionately a small part of the province, the 
contribution of the brothers to the work of the Society 
was great, and the memory of such Brothers as 

Claude Ramaz, with his more than 50 years of service 
at the Messenger of the Sacred Heart, Peter Czajka 
cooking for the hundreds of novices and juniors over 
the years at St. Andrew on Hudson, and James Kenny 
administering the finances at Fordham University, as 
well as many others will not be forgotten.

While the late 1960s and early 1970s witnessed a 
great deal of retrenchment in the province’s apostolic 
commitments, there were some areas where new 
ventures were undertaken. The Nativity Mission 
Center had been in operation for well more than a 
decade when, in September 1971, a middle school 
for seventh and eighth grade boys was opened at the 
Forsyth Street location. While the Center had been 
working with the youth of the area for some time, 
by the late 1960s there was the clear realization 
that the negative influences that were being exerted 
on these young people by the deplorable situation 
on the Lower East Side of New York City could 
not be overcome by the Center’s relatively brief 
daily contact with them after school. Much of the 
day the students were attending the large public 
schools where they were not getting the attention 
they needed. Operating with a faculty of eight - and 
eventually seventy-five - students the Nativity School 
would provide more sustained contact with these 
young people than had been possible with just the 
tutorial services that had been offered. The students 
would also spend time together during the summer at 
a camp on Lake Placid. Thus began a middle school 
apostolate that would expand over the next decades 
to the Bronx, Brooklyn, and Buffalo.

In 1973, a piece of property in Cornwall, N.Y., 
along with several houses came to the province. The 
property had originally belonged to James Stillman, 
a noted New York banker, who erected a substantial 
summer home in 1884. In 1963, one of Stillman’s 
descendants, Chauncey Stillman, conveyed the 
property and house to the Scalabrini Fathers who 
used it as a seminary. They moved out in December 
1973, and the house and property, according to Mr. 
Stillman’s wishes, passed to the New York Province. 
In 1975, the Cornwall residence was formally erected 
by Father General Arrupe as a house of the Society, 
Jogues Retreat, and has been used both as a villa 
house for Jesuits and as a retreat/meeting center. 

The ministry of the Spiritual Exercises also 
underwent some changes at this time. For a number 
of years work was being done to extend the giving 
of the Exercises beyond the traditional preached 
retreat to large groups of retreatants that had 
become customary in the province retreat houses. 
The directed retreat, where a director would deal 
directly with individual retreatants was developing. 
This manner of giving the Exercises had its roots in 
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the way St. Ignatius and the early Jesuits had given 
the Exercises. By 1972, for a variety of reasons the 
youth retreat movement at Monroe was losing steam. 
Rather than close the facility, the provincial decided 
to make Monroe a center especially devoted to the 
directed retreat. Over the next few years hundreds 
of retreatants made 30-day, 8-day, and other retreats 
under the direction of the Jesuit staff. Unfortunately, 
the cost of running the facility, especially in light 
of the inflationary spiral that the United States as 
a whole was experiencing in the 1970s caused the 
operation to run at a deficit. Furthermore, since one 
of the Monroe buildings dated from the 19th century, 
there were ever increasing maintenance issues that 
had to be dealt with. In March 1977, Fr. Provincial 
Eamon Taylor, SJ, announced that the retreat facility 
at Monroe would no longer operate on a 12-month 
basis, and eventually the decision was made to close 
the house completely. The property was sold at the 
end of 1989. 

In April 1975, the social-pastoral vice-provincial 
had asked the retreat houses in the province to do 
a self-evaluation in light of both the needs and the 
resources of the province. In light of these reflections, 
the province asked the Bishop of Buffalo if the 
Society might be relieved of the responsibility for the 
retreat house at Clarence Center. While the finances 
of the house were in comparatively reasonable shape, 
superiors saw a difficulty in providing suitable 
manpower for the work. Bishop Edward Head agreed 
to the request, and in November 1976, the diocese 
took over the house.

Jesuit Provinces in 
the United States had 
long been accustomed 
to working together 
on issues of common 
interest, but this 
interprovince 
cooperation was 
given a more formal 
structure with the 
formation of the Jesuit 
Conference in the 
summer of 1972. Fr. 
Robert Mitchell, SJ, 
the former provincial 
of New York, became 
the first president 
of the Conference, 
which would have 
its headquarters in Washington, D.C. While in one 
sense all Jesuits in the Assistancy were members of 
the Conference, the core group, its board, would be 
the provincials of the then ten American provinces. 
Collaboration by these province leaders would 

greatly facilitate national planning and decision 
making. The first project on which the Conference 
worked, appropriately named Project One, looked 
at the educational apostolate of the Society in the 
United States. The direct impact of the Society’s 
leadership on the national scene in the field of higher 
education had earlier been exercised through the 
Jesuit Education Association (JEA). Recognizing the 
independent status of the various Jesuit colleges and 
universities in the country, the Association of Jesuit 
Colleges and Universities was formed in 1970 in 
place of the JEA. Project One urged the local Jesuit 
communities to work toward a corporate impact 
on each of their schools. On the level of secondary 
education the Project encouraged the work of the 
Jesuit Secondary Education Association (JSEA), 
which had also been founded in 1970 from the earlier 
JEA.

The early 1970s witnessed changes in the 
secondary education apostolates in the province. 
New developments in the field of education led to 
important curricular changes, especially at Xavier 
and Regis. In 1971, Fr. William Wood, SJ, rector-
president of Xavier announced that the military 
training program at the school, a feature of the 
high school since 1895, would now be optional. 
Xavier was also designated as a “pilot school” 
where the latest developments in teaching could be 
implemented under the guidance of its Stanford-
educated headmaster, Fr. Vincent Duminuco, SJ. 
At Regis, resource centers were created to allow 
for greater interaction between faculty and students 
outside the regular classroom structure. Even more 
dramatically, in 1973 Loyola School announced that 
it would become co-educational, the first, and to date 
only, high school in the province to make such a 
move.

Through much of the 1970s the poor financial state 
of the United States economy was mirrored in the 
financial problems faced by the New York Province. 
The serious inflation experienced in this country, 
especially in the early years of the decade, placed a 
great strain on the resources of the province. Careful 
economies along with the sale of some assets such as 
an 80-acre parcel of land at the Inisfada retreat house 
helped to bring some stability to the situation by the 
early 1980s. The rebound of the nation’s economy in 
the early 1980s also contributed to the improvement. 
The New York Province had come through the 
difficult days of the 1970s under the sure guidance 
of Father Provincial Taylor. As the decade drew to a 
close he passed the baton of leadership to Fr. Vincent 
Cooke, SJ, who continued the work of strengthening 
the province’s financial position. Fr. Cooke, a 
Xavier alumnus, had entered the Society in 1954 
and following his ordination in 1967 had pursued 

Former provincial of the New York Province, 
Fr. Robert Mitchell, SJ, would later become 
the first president of the Jesuit Conference.
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graduate studies in philosophy at the University 
of Wisconsin. After earning his doctorate he was 
assigned to Fordham University, but after only a few 
years of teaching he was named vice-provincial for 
higher education in 1976, and from that post was then 
named provincial, effective in the summer of 1978. 

While Nigeria had been assigned to the province 
in 1961, it took several years for this apostolate 
to develop.113 New York Jesuits began arriving 
in 1962 to undertake individual apostolates, and 
noteworthy among the pioneers of this new mission 
were Frs. Joseph Schuh, Joseph Schuyler, and 
Joseph McKenna, “the Three Joes”. The outbreak 
of the Civil War in the country in 1967, however, 
greatly hindered the growth of the Society’s work. 
Not only were individual missionaries in danger 
from the violence of the conflict, but following the 
end of the war there was also a period when it was 
very difficult for Catholic missionaries to get visas 
to work in the country. The Nigerian government 
was suspicious of the Catholic Church because of its 
seeming support for the Biafran rebels involved in 
the civil war. Furthermore, articles had appeared in 
America magazine during the war that supported the 
rebel position against the government. Only gradually 
through the 1970s was the restrictive visa policy 
eased, and slowly an increasing number of New York 
Jesuits were able into come to the country to join the 
growing number of Nigerians who were entering the 
Society. Fr. Provincial Cooke was especially active 
in sending a group of highly talented men from 
New York to West Africa who would serve in key 
leadership positions until such time as Nigerian and 
Ghanan Jesuits would be able to take over.

The long term health of the mission depended not 
only on increasing the number of missionaries, but 
more importantly, in establishing some corporate 
apostolates around which the Society could focus its 
works, and in founding a novitiate where Nigerians 
could begin their formation as Jesuits. An initial 
experiment of accepting novices but sending them 
elsewhere in Africa for their novitiate had not worked 
well. In 1978, Father General Arrupe gave permission 
for the establishment of a novitiate in Nigeria, and 
with Fr. Donald Hinfey, SJ, former novice director 
at the Syracuse novitiate as the first director, this 
house of formation was started. In 1982 the novices 
were able to move into a permanent location in 
Benin City. In 1980, the Society was given charge 
of St. Joseph Parish in Benin City and several years 
later, Christ the King parish in Lagos. In 1994, a 
retreat center was erected on the property where the 
novitiate was located, and in 1996 the very important 
step of opening a school, Loyola Jesuit College, in 
Abuja, the new capital of Nigeria, was taken. The 
mission was prospering to the extent that in 1987 

it was formally erected as a dependent Mission of 
the New York Province. In 2005, Nigeria, along 
with Ghana, which had been attached to Nigeria, 
was formed into the Province of North-West Africa. 
Liberia, Gambia, and Sierra Leone, other West Africa 
nations where English was a common language, were 
also recommended to the consideration of the new 
province.

Change would also come to Society in Puerto 
Rico. While the island remained politically a part 
of the United States, in September, 1987, Father 
General Kolvenbach determined that to provide for a 
“more inculturated formation and pastoral approach 
in the service of the universal Church and Society,” 
Puerto Rico would become an independent region. 
This would facilitate its interaction with the Society’s 
activities in other parts of the Caribbean. 

While the Province as a whole over the years 
had taken on commitments to send missionaries 
to Jamaica, the Philippines, the Pacific Islands and 
to Nigeria/Ghana, individual New York Jesuits 
sometimes found themselves at work in other areas. 
For very many years Fr. John Halligan, SJ, worked 
with poor children, his ‘shoeshine boys’ in Ecuador. 

A photo of the “Three Joe’s,” who were sent to Nigeria from the New York 
Province. From left to right they are: Frs. Joe  Schuyler, SJ, who taught 
there for over 30 years, Joe Schuh, SJ, who was the first to go there, as 
well as the first superior, and Joe McKenna, SJ, who succeeded Fr. Schuh.
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When six Jesuit who worked at the Jesuit university 
in El Salvador were murdered, two New York Jesuits, 
Fr. Dean Brackley, SJ, and Fr. Charles Beirne, SJ, 
were among those sent to take their places.

On the home front, a further development 
took place when in 1978 the province took over 
responsibility for St. Anthony’s parish in Oceanside, 
Long Island. The Rockville Center diocese in which 
St. Anthony’s was located comprised two counties 
whose population has grown greatly in the years 
following World War II. Potato and duck farms had 
been replaced by sprawling housing developments. 
Many of those living here were Catholics but the 
number of priests in the diocese was far too small to 
care for them, so the province approached Bishop 
John McGann to see if it could be of assistance by 
taking charge of a parish. He willingly obliged by 
entrusting to the Society’s care St. Anthony’s, which 
had been founded in 1927. 

Another new endeavor, appropriate especially for 
New York City, the nation’s financial center, was 
directed specifically at those working in the business/
financial world. The impetus for this new work came 
from those who had been annually making retreats 
at one or other of the province’s retreat houses in 
the metropolitan area. They were seeking not only 
help in following up on their retreat experience and 
deepening their prayer life but also guidance in 
handling the issues that naturally arose between their 
commitment as Christians and the demands of their 
jobs in the financial world. In December 1980, the 
province opened its Wall Street Office. While the 
Office provided numerous services to the men and 
women in the financial district, the complexities of 
the situation proved to be beyond the resources that 
the province was able to bring to bear on them, and 
so the Office closed its doors in 1989.

In 1982, the province took on one of its more 
unusual ministries, that of serving the Native 
American Catholics at the St. Regis Mission. What 
was unusual about this was not the serving of this 
predominantly Mohawk congregation, but the fact 
that the Mission was actually part of the French 
Canadian Province. The reservation was located 
partly in Canada and partly in the United States but 
had been the responsibility of the Canadians for 
more than 40 years. In 1982, the French-Canadian 
provincial made a request to Fr. Vincent Cooke, SJ, 
the New York provincial, for help in staffing the 
place. The Native Americans spoke English, and he 
was having trouble finding men in his own province 
to take on the work. The English-Canadian Province 
was having enough trouble finding men to staff its 
missions to the Native People in northern Ontario, 
so they were unable to help. Thus in the summer of 

1982 the first New Yorker ventured up to the border 
to begin this “international” ministry.

The government of the universal Society 
underwent a radical change in the early 1980s. Father 
General Pedro Arrupe, who had led the Society 
since the mid-1960s, suffered a debilitating stroke 
on August 7, 1981. As provided for in Jesuit law, a 
vicar general, in this case Fr. Vincent O’Keefe, SJ, 
of the New York Province, took over the leadership 
of the Society. In October, however, Pope John 
Paul II intervened to appoint a Delegate with the 
power to govern the Society until such time as a 
General Congregation could be called to elect a 
new Superior General. That Delegate, Fr. Paolo 
Dezza, SJ, an Italian Jesuit very familiar with the 
workings of the Society, was in charge until the 35th

General Congregation met in September 1983. That 
Congregation elected the new Superior General, Fr. 
Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, SJ, who had worked for 
many years in the Near East. 

The new General asked the leadership of the New 
York Province to do a review of the governmental 
structure that had been put in place in 1968, at the 
time of the reunification of the Buffalo and New 
York Provinces. As a result of this review there 
was the gradual elimination of the formation and 
apostolic vice-provincials, and their replacement 
by people called assistants to the provincial. These 
latter officials would not be major superiors as the 
vice-provincial had been. The provincial during 
whose tenure these changes were made was Fr. 
Joseph Novak, SJ. Born in 1927 and entering the 
Society in 1945 after graduation from Xavier in 1944, 
Fr. Novak, who had a doctorate from the Institute 
Catholique in Paris, had spent a number of years at 
Fordham University’s Graduate School of Religion 

Fr. Vincent O’Keefe, SJ, (left) was a close friend of former Father General 
Pedro Arrupe and took over the leadership of the Society after Fr. Arrupe 
suffered a debilitating stroke. 
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and Religious Education. He had administrative 
experience within the province as socius to the 
provincial for three years and as rector of the Jesuit 
community at Fordham.

In 1985, the year after assuming the provincial 
office, Fr. Novak initiated a process of personal and 
corporate renewal for the whole province, seen as a 
response to the 32nd and 33rd General Congregations’ 
call for renewal. With the assistance of a planning 
committee who would help the provincial during 
this process, the renewal program began with a 
well-attended province conference at Le Moyne 
College in June 1985. The aim of the first year of the 
program was to assist the members of the province 
in their own personal spiritual renewal and to 
strengthen them in their Ignatian and Jesuit heritage. 
A highlight of this year was the 19th Annotation 
retreat, which many members of the province 
experienced. The succeeding two years of the process 
saw continued prayer and discussion, two further 
province conferences, local community meetings, and 
information gathering via questionnaires, all aiming 
at surfacing “matters about which choices should 
be made.” Finally, in May 1988, the plan, entitled 
Companions in the Mission of Jesus, was presented 
to the province. Among the concrete outcomes from 
the plan were the closing and sale of Monroe, the 
expansion of the infirmary at Murray-Weigel, along 
with the monitoring of the impact of this expansion 
on the scholastic community that would still be in 
residence there, the elimination of the vice-provincial 
structure of governance that had been put in place in 
1968, the sale of Loyola Hall, the Jesuit residence at 
Le Moyne, to the college for use as a dormitory (the 
community at the time was occupying only about 
half the available bedrooms in the residence), the sale 
of the rectory at St. Ann’s in Buffalo to the diocese 
for use as a residence for low income and elderly 
people, and a commitment to ongoing and greater 
interprovince cooperation with the Maryland and 
New England Provinces on issues such as a common 
novitiate.

In the early 1980s the Archdiocese of New York 
approached the New York Province about the 
possibility of the Jesuits assuming responsibility 
for the running one of the parishes in Harlem. Here 
would be the opportunity for the province not only to 
be of assistance to the local bishop, but also to start 
a more focused apostolic outreach to the African-
American community. After assigning several 
Jesuits on a trial basis to the parish, St. Aloysius, 
for several years, the province decided to make 
a more permanent commitment to this work, and 
permission was sought from and granted by Father 
General Kolvenbach in June 1987, for the New York 
Jesuits to take over the running of St. Aloysius. The 

initial commitment was to the church but not to 
the grammar school attached to the parish, which 
remained a diocesan school. In 2010, however, the 
province made a commitment to sponsor the school, 
while the following year the decision was made to 
withdraw from the running of the parish.

As the province moved into the 1970s the care 
of its elderly and infirm became more and more an 
issue. A “retirement fund” had been established by 
the province to contribute to the support of elderly 
Jesuits no longer actively involved full-time in 
apostolates but who were fit enough to remain in 
the apostolic communities where many of them 
had worked for years. The sanatorium at Monroe 
was still in operation for those less able to care for 
themselves, but with the closing of St. Andrew-
on-Hudson and the Shrub Oak scholasticate where 

Notable Jesuits

�e extraordinary career 
Fr. Vincent O’Keefe, 
SJ, had its beginnings 
in the Heights section 
of Jersey City, where 
he was born in 1920. 
Following his graduation 
from St. Michael’s High 
School in Union City, 
he entered the Jesuit 
novitiate at Wernersville, 
Penn. in 1937. His years 
of formation included 
study in both Belgium 
and Rome, where he received his doctorate in dogmatic 
theology. A�er a stint teaching theology at Woodstock 
College, he moved to vice-presidential positions at 
Fordham University, and he assumed the role of rector-
president there in 1963. A delegate to the 31st General 
Congregation in 1965, Fr. O’Keefe was elected as one of 
the four General Assistants to the newly elected Superior 
General, Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ. �e 18 years he spent in 
Rome were among the most turbulent in the history of 
the modern Society of Jesus. Serving brie�y as Vicar-
General following Fr. Arrupe’s debilitating stroke in 1981, 
he passed on the leadership role to Fr. Paulo Dezza, SJ, 
Pope John Paul II’s specially chosen Delegate. Returning 
to the New York Province following the election of Father 
General Kolvenbach in 1985, Fr. O’Keefe served as the 
superior of several province communities. Eventually, ill 
health led to his assignment to the in�rmary at Murray-
Weigel Hall, Fordham, where he died in July, 2012.

Fr. Vincent O’Keefe, SJ 
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infirmaries were located, other facilities would 
be needed. Beginning in the early 1970s some 
men were sent to Murray-Weigel to live with the 
scholastics, but a long-term plan had to be put into 
place. In October 1974, Fr. Provincial Taylor set 
up a committee to make recommendations. When 
the committee reported the following year, one 
of their recommendations was to convert a larger 
number of rooms at Murray-Weigel Hall for use as 
a province infirmary. As the number of scholastics 
in first studies decreased as the 1970s moved into 
the 1980s, such a solution seemed increasingly 
feasible, and by 1985 about half of the rooms at 
Murray-Weigel had been allocated for infirmary 
use, thanks to a major renovation effort initiated by 
Fr. Cooke. With the closing of the retreat center at 
Monroe in 1977, that facility became available as an 
expanded living space for men assigned to the Seven 
Springs sanatorium. By the summer of 1989 further 

renovations at Murray-Weigel had been completed 
and the Monroe operation was closed down and the 
property sold, in keeping with the 1988 Province 
Plan. Many of the men moved to Auriesville to form 
the Gonzaga sub-community there while others went 
to Murray-Weigel. In line with the Province Plan’s 
determination to monitor the impact of this expanded 
infirmary on the scholastics, the decision was made 
to move them a short distance away to Ciszek 
Hall, which had for a couple of years served as the 
residence of those making tertianship. 

In October 1990, Fr. Novak was succeeded by 
Fr. Joseph Parkes, SJ, as the New York provincial. 
Entering the Society in 1962, Parkes had served as 
rector and president of St. Peter’s Prep, his alma 
mater, and had been socius to the provincial since 
1986. His years as provincial were marked by 
the consolidation or the moving of several of the 
established communities in the province. At the 
provincial’s request, the community at Canisius High 
School was “suspended” by Father General and the 
men took up residence with the college community 
about a mile away. Some years later the residence 
building would be demolished and replaced by an 
athletic facility for the high school. Much like the 
situation that had existed at Le Moyne a few years 
earlier, the Jesuit residence at St. Peter’s College had 
become too large for the community. The college 
was in need of dormitory space for its students, so 
the community moved in 1994 to condominium 
apartments a short distance away and St. Peter Hall 
was transformed into a student residence. Probably 
the most notable move was the reconfiguration of 
the Jesuit communities at Fordham. As noted above, 
the scholastics at Murray Weigel had moved to 
Ciszek Hall, and the provincial offices were moved 
from Kohlmann Hall to the Spellman building, 
a part of the St. Ignatius Residence complex in 
Manhattan. This latter building had been in part the 
offices of the Seminary and Mission Bureau and in 
part bedrooms for the St. Ignatius community. No 
longer a residence, the building would house both 
the JSMB and the provincial offices. Kohlmann Hall 
became a residence primarily for the Jesuits teaching 
at Fordham Prep, and many of the Jesuit faculty at 
the university moved to Spellman Hall, the original 
Jesuit graduate student residence on campus. Jesuits 
would continue to occupy Loyola Hall. In turn, the 
university took over much of the space in Faber Hall. 

Numerous Jesuit institutions 
and individual Jesuits have 
been featured on stamps 
around the globe. Indeed, 
several New York Province 
Jesuits have made it. Here 
are a few of them – all of 
them missionaries.

• Fr. Hugh Costigan, 
SJ, Founder of PATS 
Ponape Agricultural 
and Trade School. Indeed - he and his work were on 
�ve stamps

• Fr. Leonard Hacker, SJ, Humanitarian
• Fr. Edwin McManus, SJ, Pastor and Lexicographer 

Additional Jesuits featured on o�cial stamps, with 
connections to the New York Province, would include 
these Jesuits who served in the Philippines: 

• Fr. William Masterson, SJ, Founder of the College of 
Agriculture at Cagayan

• Fr. George Willmann, SJ, Father of the Knights of 
Columbus in the Philippines

• Archbishop James Hayes, SJ, Founder of the Ateneo 
de Cagayan, which became Xavier University

For the most complete listing of Jesuit Stamps, see the 
website: http://www.manresa-sj.org/stamps/home.htm

Jesuits on Stamps

-Fr. Peter Schineller, SJ
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110GC XXXI, Decree 9, 32.
111On these developments see Fitzgerald, �e Governance, pp. 198-207.
112P. Arrupe, Some Norms of Cooperation with the Christian Life Communities. June 21, 1973.
113A detailed account of the �rst decades of the Nigeria Mission can be found in Peter Schineller et al., From Generation to Genera-
tion: �e Story of the Nigeria/Ghana Mission of the Society of Jesus, (Something More Publications, 1994).

Fr. Hugh Costigan, SJ, was the founder of the Ponape Agricultural and Trade School featured on a set of Micronesian stamps.


