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Chapter 7 
The Post-War Period

As World War II drew to a close, so did 
the provincialate of Fr. James Sweeney, 
SJ. His successor was 56-year-old 
canon lawyer, Fr. Francis McQuade, 
SJ, who assumed office in October, 

1945. He had taught canon law at Woodstock for a 
number of years before being named rector of the 
Society’s community and apostolates at St. Ignatius 
in Manhattan in 1940. He was succeeded in 1948 
by 43-year-old Fr. John McMahon, SJ, a librarian 
by training who had served as the librarian at the 
Gregorian University in Rome just before the war 
broke out. Just prior to his appointment, he had been 
the socius to Fr. McQuade. His successor would 
be Fr. Thomas Henneberry, SJ, a moral theologian 
who had taught at Woodstock before becoming the 
socius to Fr. McMahon. The years during which 
these men governed the province, 1945 -1960, would 
be a period of both exceptional growth in many 
apostolates and of continued expansion in numbers.

As noted above, in 1941 the province had agreed, 
at the request of Bishop Foery, to open a college in 

Syracuse. The coming of the war delayed the start, 
but the land was purchased and with the strong 
support of the bishop an appeal was launched in 
early 1946 to raise the funds that would be necessary 
to construct the first building of the college. The 
appeal was a great success, raising well-more than 
one million dollars in gifts and pledges. The new 
school would be named Le Moyne after an early 
Jesuit missionary to central New York. The bishop, 
however, had set certain conditions. The first was 
that the school had to be co-educational and the 
second was that it had to have some type of school 
of industrial relations attached to it. The idea of a 
Jesuit undergraduate college being coeducational was 
revolutionary at the time. While women had attended 
the professional schools or summer schools at 
various Jesuit colleges and universities, none of these 
institutions at that time admitted women as regular 
undergraduates. Permission to do this was sought 
from Rome and the newly elected Superior General, 
Fr. John Baptist Janssens, SJ, agreed to allow it. 
Bishop Foery recognized the need to provide higher 
education for the women of central New York, but 

An aerial view of Le Moyne College during its construction.
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he was not interested in setting up a separate school 
for them. His desire for the industrial relations school 
stemmed from his belief that after the war there 
would be the possible return to the late 1930s labor 
situation, when there was considerable strife between 
labor and management. His hope was that the college 
would be able to bring to bear on the potentially tense 
situation principles of Catholic social teaching. While 
the first buildings were being erected on the new 
college site, both the Institute for Industrial Relations 
and the college itself were able to begin lectures 
and classes in a building owned by the diocese in 
downtown Syracuse. The move to the new campus 
took place in June, 1948.

The rapid discharge of the millions of men who 
had been serving in the armed forces created an 
enormous pool of potential students for the colleges 
and universities in the United States, and the Jesuit 
institutions in the province were able to capitalize on 
this. Funding for education that became available to 
these veterans through the 1944 GI Bill facilitated 
the transition from soldier or sailor to college 
student. St. Peter’s College, for example, saw its 
enrollment explode in the years following the war 
from 194 students in 1945 to 1667 in 1950.98 With 
the expanded student body there was a dramatic 
growth in the size of the faculty, especially the lay 
faculty. The 8 lay faculty members in 1945 became 
62 by 1950. The St. Peter’s Jesuit Community also 
underwent a change in the years after the war. When 
the college was reopened in 1930, Archbishop Walsh, 
of Newark refused to allow an independent Jesuit 
community to be established at the new location. 
The Jesuits had to remain under the authority of the 
rector of the Prep community on Grand Street, and 
the rector would be the president of the college as 
well as of the high school. The common belief has 
been that the archbishop feared that the college, if 
independent of the Prep, would establish a collegiate 
church, which would be in competition with two 
of the neighboring diocesan parishes.99 While a 
residence was eventually established near the college, 
it remained dependent on the Prep community. In 
late 1949, Fr. James Shanahan, SJ, became not only 
president of the college, but also the superior of the 
community living there. Still, he was subordinate 
to the rector at the Prep. Finally in 1954 he became 
rector and president of the college, since the new 
Archbishop of Newark, Thomas Boland, a Xavier 
alumnus, had no objections to the establishment of 
the independent community. The independence of 
the college community from the Prep was further 
reinforced in 1958, when ground was broken for St. 
Peter Hall, the new residence for the college Jesuits. 

While the college was growing in one part 
of Jersey City, the Prep was encountering some 

problems at its location in the downtown area of 
the city. This area, the oldest part of the city, was 
becoming increasingly run-down, and serious 
explorations were undertaken by the Prep on the 
advisability of moving the school further out in 
New Jersey, possibly to the more suburban Union 
County. After much thought, the decision was made 
to remain in place. In the long run this was probably 
a fortuitous decision in that by the end of the century 
the downtown Jersey City area would experience a 
rapid and substantial improvement.

Fordham University saw enormous growth 
following the war. By 1950 there were more than 
13,000 students enrolled in its various divisions and 
nearly 400 lay faculty associated with the institution. 
The issue of a separate rector and president was also 
resolved when, in February, 1949, Fr. Lawrence 
McGinley, SJ, was appointed as both rector and 
president. The care of the Jesuit community was 
delegated to a superior dependent upon the rector.

Canisius College witnessed growth in this post-
war period with almost 3,000 student enrolled in its 
programs and a faculty of 72 laymen working with 
the Jesuits. Le Moyne, a much smaller operation in 
its first years, also experienced a very satisfactory 
growth in its enrollment, graduating its first full class 
in 1951.

The retreat house in the hamlet of Glenmont, a 
suburb of Albany, was situated on a 20+ acre site 
and had come into the province’s hands following 
a complex set of transactions. It had been an old 
estate, and the main house on the property served as 
the retreat house. In December, 1946, the first retreat 
was held for a group of 17 men. The number of men 
making retreats at the house slowly grew, reaching a 
peak of somewhat more than 1,600 in the late 1950s. 
The operation, however, was plagued by financial 
problems for much of its existence, and deficits in 
the annual budget were not unknown. These issues 
were compounded by a deteriorating physical plant 
that was in need of radical renovation, or better, 
replacement. In the summer of 1966 a committee of 
Jesuits was appointed to study the problem of this 
retreat house. The fact that only 700 men made a 
retreat there that year did not bode well for the future. 
Raising the money needed to build a new retreat 
house presented a great challenge, and the Buffalo 
Province in which the house was then located was 
in no position to finance a new facility. By the end 
of the decade the retreat house was closed and the 
property leased to the State University of New York. 
It was finally sold to a Catholic charismatic group, 
the Emmanuel Community, in 1976. Unfortunately, 
not all the apostolic ventures begun after the war 
were lasting successes.



42 History of the New York Province of the Society of Jesus

The post-war era also saw the continued growth in 
the number of vocations, and this led to the decision 
that a new seminary had to be built. The greatest 
overcrowding was in the philosophate/theologate at 
Woodstock College, where this problem had been 
going on for years. In the 1920s, before Weston was 
built, some of the scholastics had been sent to St. 
Andrew-on-Hudson for some of their philosophical 
studies; from 1937 to 1940 Inisfada was used as a 
house of studies for first-year philosophers. In the 
period after the war, well more than 100 scholastics 
were being sent out of province because Woodstock 
could not contain the numbers. The solution was to 
build a new seminary devoted to the training of those 
doing their philosophical studies so that Woodstock 
College could be just a theologate. A 336-acre site 
in the town of Shrub Oak in northern Westchester 
County outside of New York City was purchased in 
1944 and in December, 1945, the decision was made 
that this would be where Loyola Seminary would be 
built. The site was considered ideal because not only 
did it provide the seclusion then thought conducive 
to quiet religious life, but its proximity to Fordham 
University, a mere hour away by automobile, would 
allow the seminary to make use of university faculty 
to supplement the seminary teachers. The damages 
that the war had caused, especially in the Philippine 
Mission, were taxing the resources of the province so 
that work could not start immediately after the war, 

but a fund raising drive for a seminary that would 
house 250 seminarians was begun in the early 1950s 
with the aim of raising $5,000,000. The drive was a 
great success and ground was broken in September, 
1952. In September, 1955, the building was ready and 
the scholastics arrived to begin their exploration of 
the mysteries of Thomistic philosophy.

A second new seminary also came into existence 
in the early 1950s. The Hotel Champlain in 
Plattsburgh, N.Y. was purchased as a temporary 
home - Bellarmine College - for the philosophers 
who could not be accommodated at Woodstock. From 
1952 to 1955 the scholastics enjoyed the fresh, clean 
air of upstate New York as they mastered their theses 
in scholastic philosophy. When they moved to their 
new home at Shrub Oak, Bellarmine quickly was 
transformed into a second novitiate/juniorate for the 
New York Province.

The opening of the philosophate at Plattsburgh 
did relieve the overcrowding at Woodstock, since it 
then became strictly a theologate. Not all scholastics 
who were entering philosophy, however, were sent 
to upstate New York. Some continued to be sent 
out of province, especially if they were destined for 
academic careers in certain fields such as biology or 
chemistry, where certain other philosophates in the 
United States had better facilities in these academic 

A view of scholastics in the Shrub Oak dining hall.
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areas. This continued to be the case even with the 
opening of the philosophate at Shrub Oak in 1955, a 
building which could accommodate well more than 
200 scholastics.

In keeping with Fr. Ledochowski’s decree on 
studies, more and more Jesuits after the war were 
studying for Master and Doctoral degrees. Many 
priests and scholastics both from the New York 
Province and from other provinces came to Fordham. 
In the years right before the war, there was sufficient 
room either in the main Fordham Jesuit residence 
or elsewhere on the campus to house these special 
students. With the great increase in lay student 
enrollment in the years immediately following the 
war, however, a real “housing crunch” developed. 
In light of this, permission was sought from Fr. 
Vicar Norbert de Boynes, SJ, in Rome to construct a 
new residence specifically for these Jesuit students. 
Permission was granted and the new building 
was constructed next to the Fordham’s “signature 
building,” Keating Hall. It was dedicated in May, 
1947, by Cardinal Spellman, the archbishop of New 
York, a great friend of the Society, and a Fordham 
alumnus, and, conveniently, the building was named 
after him. The continued growth in the number of 
scholastics and priests seeking graduate degrees, 
however, would eventually make Spellman Hall too 
small. By the early 1960s, the province was about 
to find itself in the position of having to turn away 
Jesuit graduate students from attending Fordham 
because of a lack of space in the Jesuit residences. In 
late 1965, Father General Pedro Arrupe, SJ, granted 
permission for the province to convert the building 
next to Kohlmann Hall, which had housed the 
printing presses and offices of the Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart, into a residence for a large number of 
Jesuit graduate students.

While the Labor Schools at Xavier and Brooklyn 
Prep suffered from low enrollment during the war 
years, the years immediately following saw an 
important expansion of their influence. Appointed 
director of the Xavier Labor School in 1940, Fr. 
Philip Carey, SJ, established a series of satellite 
schools in the metropolitan New York area in the 
years right after the war. The Red Scare and the 
strong anti-Communist feeling that emerged in the 
late 1940s and early 1950s were especially helpful 
in allowing labor school alumni to purge some of the 
unions in the area of their communist elements.100

They were especially active in cleaning up the 
Transport Workers Union.

Fr. John Corridan, SJ, Fr. Carey’s assistant at 
Xavier, became famous for his work in helping 
union men fight the mob influence within the 
Longshoremen’s union and the corruption then 

ensued. The award-winning film, On the Waterfront, 
presents a fictionalized account of this struggle 
to clean up the docks. A Catholic priest, loosely 
modeled on Fr. Corridan, plays an important role in 
the picture.

In 1946, a third labor school was created, this time 
in New Jersey, with the founding of the St. Peter’s 
College Institute of Industrial Relations. The school 
operated out of the St. Peter’s Prep buildings on 
Grand Street in Jersey City rather than at the college 
location on the Hudson Boulevard. With the legal 
separation of Prep from the college in 1955, the 
school was renamed simply the St. Peter’s Institute 
of Industrial Relations. Which lasted until 1974. 
Declining enrollment and a set of other problems 
had also led to the closing of the Crown Heights, 
Brooklyn school in 1952.101

The missionary work of the province also 
expanded in the years after the war. The apostolates 
of the Society, especially in Manila, had been very 
seriously damaged in the final year of the war, but 
under the leadership of the redoubtable mission 
superior, Fr. John Hurley, SJ, and his successor, 
Fr. Leo Cullum, SJ, the mission began to get on its 
feet again.102 The Caroline and Marshall Islands in 
the central and western Pacific had been controlled 
by the Japanese since the end of World War I, and 
Spanish Jesuits had been working there. After World 
War II, the area was handed over by the United 
Nations to the United States to be administered as 
a Trust Territory. Some American Jesuits from the 
Philippines began to minister to the natives on these 
islands, and Father General Jean-Baptiste Janssens, 
SJ, Fr. Ledochowski’s successor, issued a decree 
on February 2, 1948, formally transferring the 
Caroline-Marshall Islands to the New York Province 
as a mission territory, effective on March 12 of that 
year.103 The Superior General recognized that the 
change in the political situation on the islands, now 
that they were an American Trust, made the move 
to American Jesuits a reasonable thing to do. Some 
of the Spanish Jesuits who had been working on 
the islands were allowed to remain, since it would 
have been impossible to replace all of them with 
Americans immediately, but over the years these 
Spaniards either returned home or died, so that 
eventually the mission was staffed primarily by 
Americans or native vocations. Not only were Jesuits 
staffing the schools and parishes that were established 
on these islands, but over the course of the years 
three also served successively as bishops, initially 
as Vicars Apostolic. When the Holy See erected 
the Vicariate into a diocese, Fr. Martin Neylon, SJ, 
former novice master at St. Andrew-on-Hudson, 
became its first diocesan bishop. Some decades 
later, in 1981, to assist the work of this mission, a 

A member of the Xavier Chuuk track team. 
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“twinning” arrangement was entered into by the New 
York and Indonesian Provinces. New York agreed to 
provide financial assistance to help in the education 
of Indonesian scholastics, and Indonesia would 
provide some manpower to assist in the schools that 
the mission established.

Part of the work of 
the province in this 
mission would be in 
the field of education. 
In the early 1950s, 
Xavier High School 
was established in 
Chuuk. The land which 
the school occupied 
had once belonged to 
the Society, but the 
Japanese had taken it 
over and built there 
a heavily fortified 
communications 
station. The Jesuits 
were able to reclaim 
the land after the war 
and, as a bonus, had a 
sturdy building in place 
that could serve as Xavier’s main facility. Initially the 
school on Chuuk was planned as a minor seminary, 
but within a few short years it became a regular high 
school. In the early 1960s, a second school with a 
different mission was set up by Fr. Hugh Costigan, 
SJ: the Ponape Agricultural and Technical School, 
PATS for short. This school’s purpose was to instruct 
natives in areas such as construction, mechanics, and 
agriculture, as well as English and math. 

By the end of 1952 the province had at least one 
community and apostolate in every diocese in New 
York and New Jersey that formed the limits of the 
province here in the United States, except in the 
diocese of Rochester.104 Bishop Edward Mooney, the 
bishop of Rochester from 1927-1933, had offered 
Fr. Provincial Murphy the opportunity to take over 
the operation of Aquinas Institute, a high school for 
boys, founded in 1922, that was then being staffed by 
diocesan priests. Since there was no parish attached, 
Murphy declined the offer, concerned as he was about 
the costs involved in running the school. It would 
have had to operate on tuition only, with no parish 
present to help supplement the cost of running the 
school. In 1936, the Basilian Fathers eventually came 
to operate the school, apparently on the condition that 
no other Catholic boys school could be opened in the 
city for the next 15 years. In 1951, when the 15 years 
had passed, Bishop James Kearney, the then ordinary 
of the diocese, made an offer to Fr. John McMahon, 
SJ, then the New York provincial, to open a high 

school in Rochester. The prospects looked good, and 
manpower was not an issue at that time, so in July, 
1952, Fr. McMahon agreed to accept the bishop’s 
offer to start a school. There were some concerns 
regarding raising the money to build the school, since 
the province was then in the middle of a drive to raise 
money for the new scholasticate at Shrub Oak, but 
the diocese had a campaign that raised $1,500,000 
of the expected $2,000,000 that the building would 
cost, and the school assumed responsibility for the 
rest. Ground was broken on a 25-acre site in June, 
1953, though the eventual cost of construction ran 
to $2,300,000, so the initial debt for the school 
amounted to $800,000, something that would be the 
proverbial albatross around the neck of the institution 
for more than two decades. One unusual stipulation 
from the bishop was that the school operate, along 
with the regular college preparatory program, a 
terminal course of studies for those students who 
were not planning to go to college. The school 
began operations in September, 1954, in temporary 
quarters, since the building was not completed. The 
choice of the name for the school at first glance 
might seem a bit odd. The expectation would be that 
the school would be named after a Jesuit saint, so 
the choice of McQuaid, the name of the first bishop 
of Rochester, and a man who was not eager to have 
Jesuits working in his diocese, is doubly odd. One of 
the major benefactors involved in contributing to the 
construction of the school, however, had a particular 
fondness for Bishop McQuaid, so McQuaid it would 
be. To be sure that people knew this was a Jesuit 
school, however, it was named McQuaid Jesuit High 
School.

The apostolate of the Spiritual Exercises also 
expanded after the war. In the late 1930s Fr. 
Raymond Kennedy, SJ, had been instrumental in 
introducing closed retreats to boys in Jesuit high 
schools. This practice was considered to be especially 
worthwhile during the war years, since most of these 
young men would be called to serve in the military 
soon after graduation.105 Some retreats were held 
for these students at Manresa and Morristown, but 
these two houses were devoted mainly to retreats 
for men and not for youth. Fr. John Magan, SJ, 
thought that perhaps the property at Monroe could 
be transformed into a retreat house for students, and 
with the appropriate permissions and with a great 
deal of volunteer labor the first retreat house in the 
nation devoted specifically for ministering to youth 
was opened in 1952.106 For a number of years this 
ministry flourished, so much so that in a few years a 
further building was constructed, attached to the 19th

century structure.

The work of the retreat movement at Morristown 
also expanded greatly in the years after World War 

A member of the Xavier High 
School (Chuuk) track team.
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II. In 1949, an east wing, with 36 additional rooms 
was added to the original mansion, and a west wing 
was added in 1959 with 26 more rooms, so that 
the facility could accommodate about a hundred 
retreatants.

One of the results of the Spanish-American War 
in 1898 was that Puerto Rico became a part of the 
United States. Eventually, natives of the island 
were granted American citizenship, which greatly 
facilitated their entry into the United States. In 1945, 
Jesuits from the Antilles Vice-Province had come 
to the island and had established a retreat house at 
Aibonito, and soon a high school called the Colegio 
San Ignacio, and a parish were also founded. The 
vice-province, however, was not blessed with 
extensive resources, and it was apparent that much 
could be done in Puerto Rico if only it were in the 
care of a province with the manpower to devote to 
it. There were also immigration issues in that Puerto 
Rico was legally a part of the United States, so it was 

not certain that members of the vice-province could 
always obtain easy access to the island. Furthermore, 
the Colegio had a bright future, but it was clear 
that many of its students looked to continue their 
education after graduation at colleges in the United 
States. The education they received at the Colegio, 
especially in English, had to prepare them for this. 
Jesuits from the United States would be better able 
to help the students with this language than could the 
native Spanish speaking Jesuits from the Caribbean. 
Thus in 1957 the Antilles vice-provincial approached 
the New York provincial about the possibility of New 
York taking responsibility for the apostolates on the 
island. In the years after World War II, Puerto Rican 
immigration into the United States, and especially to 
New York, had become quite pronounced, so it was 
not surprising that it was to the New York Province 
that he turned. After looking into the matter, Fr. 
Thomas Henneberry, SJ, the New York provincial 
at the time, agreed that the transfer would be a good 
thing, and so in a decree dated May 17, 1959, Father 

An image of the first faculty of McQuaid Jesuit High School when it opened in 1954.
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General approved the transfer of Puerto Rico to the 
New York Province, effective July 2, 1959. 

The influx of Puerto Ricans to New York City 
and especially to the Lower East Side had an impact 
on Nativity Parish. For decades the parish had been 
addressing the needs of the Italians who had moved 
into the area; now the neighborhood was changing. 
In light of this, the parish purchased from a group 
of religious sisters a house on Forsyth Street that 
would serve as the Nativity Mission Center, aimed 
at providing services for the Spanish speaking 
people south of Houston Street. One of its foci was 
school-aged children, who could come to the center 
in the late afternoon or evening to receive religious 
instruction, and help with their school work. Other 
services were provided for adults, including job 
placement and referrals to the city’s social agencies. 
Most of the work was done by Jesuits connected to 
the parish and by lay volunteers.

One of the most notable domestic issues of the 
1950s was the “Red Scare,” the concern not only with 
the communist threat from the Soviet Union itself, 
but also, equally, the possibility of internal subversion 
by communists working in the United States, 
especially in the government. The name of Senator 
Joseph McCarthy is indelibly linked to movement 
to seek out the traitors who would undermine the 
American way of life. McCarthy’s tactics are now 
generally agreed to have been disgraceful, but few 
in the early 1950s were willing to stand up to him. 
Among those who did, however, were the editors of 
America. The magazine was criticized for its actions, 
especially in light of McCarthy’s Catholicism.107

The Cold War also played a role in the creation 
of another apostolic endeavor, this one on the 
Fordham campus and dedicated to increasing 
American Catholics’ understanding of the Eastern 
Rite Churches.108 After the war, Fordham had begun a 
Russian Institute, and Fr. Janssens wrote to Cardinal 
Spellman asking his permission to open a center 
devoted to furthering American understanding of the 
Russian rites. Although initially reluctant to give his 
blessing to this initiative, concerned that there were 
already too many Jesuit houses in New York City 
enjoying tax-exempt status, the cardinal eventually 
gave his permission when he learned that the new 
work would be located on the Fordham campus 
itself in an old army barracks that the university 
has acquired. Thus began what would be known as 
the John XXIII Center. The apostolic aims of the 
center were several: to be a center for information 
on the Russian apostolate, to train priests and others 
for work in the Russian apostolate, to give lectures 
both at the center and elsewhere on the Russian 
and other Eastern rites, to produce books both in 

English and in Russian on matters related to Russia, 
and to keep contacts with the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Eventually, the center would move to a small 
building located next to Fordham’s Faculty Memorial 
Hall and then briefly to an apartment building that 
would eventually be known as Ciszek Hall. 

The Philippine Mission made great strides in 
recovering from the devastation of World War II and 
by 1952 it had grown large enough to be designated 
a vice-province within the New York Province. 
Thanks to its continued growth, by 1958 it was ready 
to assume the status of an independent province, 
although many of the Americans who had been 
working in the Mission for years chose to remain on 
the islands as part of the new province.

Notable Jesuits

Great educational 
institutions do not arise 
by accident; it takes 
the labor of numerous 
individuals, and 
especially of farsighted 
leaders, to create them.
One such leader was 
Fr. James Demske, SJ, 
and the institution 
was Canisius College.
While the college had 
been blessed with great 
presidents named 
James, such as Fr. James 
Sweeney, SJ, and Fr. 
James McGinley, SJ, 
it was James Demske who had a presidential tenure of 
almost thirty years. A native of Bu�alo and a graduate of 
St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute and Canisius College, he 
entered the Society at St. Andrew-on-Hudson in 1947.
Following a course of Jesuit formation that included 
studies at Innsbruck, Austria and Freiburg in Germany, 
he enjoyed a brief stint as master of novices at the 
Plattsburgh novitiate before being named rector and 
president of Canisius College in 1966. A�er �nishing 
his term as rector in 1971, he remained as president 
until 1993. Under his leadership new buildings were 
constructed or acquired, signi�cant property was 
added to the college, and new academic programs were 
established. �e strong but small liberal arts college he 
came to in 1966 had become, in fact, if not in name, a 
university when illness forced him to step down in 1993, 
a year before his death.

Fr. James Demske, SJ 
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The established educational apostolates of the 
province, high schools and colleges, continued to 
expand from the late 1950s through the mid-1960s. 
Enrollments were generally very good, and the new 
facilities were added. New buildings began to spring 
up on college campuses; Fordham was fortunate to 
become involved in the development that was taking 
place on the west side of Manhattan in the area that 
would become known as Lincoln Center. Here, 
not only the law school, but also a large classroom 
building was constructed that would house both the 
graduate divisions of several professional schools 
and a new undergraduate college. The Jesuit faculty 
residence on the Bronx campus, built in the 1920s, 
could no longer easily accommodate the very large 
number of Jesuits working at the university or the 
Prep, and an addition had to be attached to Loyola 
Hall. This new building, Faber Hall, contained not 
only a large refectory better able to accommodate 
the community members but also a large number of 
bedrooms. 

Both Xavier and St. Peter’s Prep were able to 
construct new classroom buildings containing the 
most up to date educational equipment. Loyola 
School acquired a new cafeteria, gymnasium and 
library when the brownstones along 83rd Street which 
had housed many of the Jesuits were demolished and 
replaced by a new complex of buildings. Not only 
were there the new facilities for Loyola School and 
living space for the large Jesuit community, but there 
were also offices provided for the Jesuit Seminary 
and Mission Bureau. While these renovations were 
taking place, not surprisingly, many members of 
the community were temporarily displaced. One of 
these was the noted anthropologist and theologian Fr. 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardain, SJ, who died on Easter 
Sunday in 1955 and was buried at St. Andrew-on-
Hudson. While Regis High School had no room to 
expand, it did acquire a new, larger gymnasium when 
its large theater space was reconfigured.

The province’s parishes also underwent some 
changes.at this time. The large church that had been 
built in downtown Jersey City when the New York-
Canada Mission came to erect St. Peter’s College 
was slowly sinking into the marshy land under it and 
so had to be demolished. In its place a smaller, more 
modest building was erected. A new church was also 
built for Nativity parish and dedicated in 1969. 

With the Philippines becoming an independent 
province in 1958 and the Caroline-Marshall Mission 
being transferred to the newly created Buffalo 
Province in 1960, the New York Province was ready 
to receive responsibility for another mission territory. 
The 30th General Congregation in 1957 had elected 
Fr. John Swain, SJ, of the English Canada Province 

as the Vicar-General to assist Fr. Janssens, whose 
health was declining. There was some thought given 
to assigning to the province a territory in Latin 
America, but the Apostolic Delegate to Nigeria, 
Archbishop Sergio Pignedoli, had approached 
the Society about moving into that West African 
country. Eventually Fr. Swain wrote to the New 
York provincial, Fr. John McGinty, SJ, asking that 
he consider sending some Jesuits to Nigeria to make 
a connection with the new university that was to be 
established at Lagos, then the capital of the country, 
one now moving toward independence from Great 

JESUIT BROTHERS

From the �rst days of the novitiate at St. Andrew-on-Hudson, 
New York Province Jesuits witnessed the good example and 
experienced the support of Jesuit coadjutor brothers. Br. 
Dominic Pandolfo, SJ, welcomed us at the front door; Jesuit 
Brothers Peter Czajka and Joseph Wuss in the kitchen, Br. 
Mike Zugan, SJ, with the cars and trucks, and Br. Gerry 
Gordon, SJ, in the in�rmary. Beyond St. Andrew’s were Brs. 
Frank Kraus, SJ, Tony McGuiness, SJ, James Kenny, SJ, Ed 
Moran, SJ, and Steve Andrews, SJ, to name a few. On the 
missions were Brs. Paul Acer, SJ, and Jimmy Dunne, SJ. Far 
too numerous to name and thank!

�e Jesuit Brothers were competent, dedicated to their work, 
present in the community reliable, friendly and perceptive 
(and frequently humorous) in their observations and 
comments. �ey have enriched our lives, apostolates and 
communities. 

Yet this is changing. While, overall, numbers of Jesuits are 
declining, the number and percentage of Jesuit brothers 
has declined even more steeply. As we pray for vocations, 
we look back in gratitude to recapture the importance, the 
contribution, the beauty of the vocation of the Jesuit brother.

Jesuit brothers share a cake before leaving for tertianship.

-Fr. Peter Schineller, SJ
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Britain. After investigating the possibilities, Fr. 
McGinty responded positively to the Vicar’s request 
and in the autumn of 1961 Nigeria was formally 
assigned to the New York Province as a mission 
territory.

The post-war period witnessed the emergence 
of a powerful civil rights movement in the United 
States aimed at correcting the discrimination to 
which the African-American population had been 
subjected for generations. In 1964, Fr. Provincial 
John McGinty, SJ, established the Province Office 
for Intergroup Relations under the direction of Fr. 
Philip Hurley, SJ. The apostolates of the province 
were urged by the provincial to do what they could 
to assist in the advancement of minority groups. In 
the New York area this meant attention was to be 
paid to the needs both of the African-American and 
the Hispanic, especially Puerto Rican, population 
in the metropolitan area. Hurley, along with Fr. 
Joseph Browne, SJ, the province’s secondary schools 
director, and Fr. Edmund Ryan, SJ, together devised 
a summer program named the Higher Achievement 
Program or HAP.109 HAP, as originally conceived, 
would function at St. Peter’s Prep, Brooklyn Prep, 
and Regis. Twenty-five minority students, ten 
entering the 12th grade and fifteen entering the 8th 
grade, would undergo a six-week program designed 
especially to improve their math and language skills 
and thereby increase their chances for success in 
high school or college. As time went on this program 
would increase the number of students it annually 
served, expand the locations where it was offered, 
and would focus its attention only on students 
entering the 8th grade. 

While the Jesuits in the province were devoting so 

much of their time to prayer, work, and study in these 
years, rest and relaxation could not be neglected. 
Shortly after the war ended, the province purchased 
property at Port Kent in upstate New York on Lake 
Champlain. For about a dozen years it served as the 
site of a summer school and then vacation house 
(or villa) for the scholastics, and then in 1961 the 
facilities were used just for vacation. The scholastics 
doing their philosophical studies had use of the 
place in the early summer, the priests and brothers in 
the province in the mid-summer and the scholastic 
regents in the late summer. By the 1970s the use of 
the villa declined and it was sold near the end of the 
decade.


