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Chapter 5 
Between the Wars

The years between the two world wars 
were transformative not only for the 
United States but also for the Society 
in the Maryland-New York Province. 
Undoubtedly the most dramatic change 

was the separation of the New England states to form 
initially a vice province and then a fully independent 
province in 1926. The reasons for the separation 
were very clear: the geographic size of the province, 
and the number of men, communities, and apostolic 
works were such that there was a need to establish 
at least one other separate administrative structure. 
It was not immediately clear how many units the 
province should be divided into and where the 
dividing line(s) should be. Some thought was given 
to a threefold division, though twofold seemed a 
better option. Yet, even here there were questions 
of where the dividing line should be. For example, 
should the New England States and New York and 
New Jersey be one province and New Jersey and 
everything south of that form a second one? Or 
should the New England States by themselves form 
the boundaries for one province and everything else 
form the other? Following on opinions solicited 
from both the provincial and the Visitor, Fr. Norbert 
de Boynes, SJ, on July 31, 1921, the latter option 
was approved, and the region of New England 
was erected, still a part of the Maryland-New York 
Province but with its own vice-provincial, Fr. Patrick 
O’Gorman, SJ. There were 157 Jesuits working in 
the region at two colleges (Boston College and Holy 
Cross), two parishes, a high school in Boston, and a 
retreat house in Connecticut. The number may seem 
small in comparison to the whole province which 

then numbered more than 1,100 men, but one must 
recall that there were a number of New England 
men, many of them scholastics, who were then in 
the southern part of the province at places like St. 
Andrew-on-Hudson and Woodstock. 

Houses of formation were quickly established 
in the region with the acquisition of a novitiate/
juniorate at Shadowbrook in western Massachusetts 
and at Weston, some 10 miles from Boston College, 
which would be the site initially of a philosophate 
and, when the New England Province was formally 
erected, of a theologate as well. The decree of 
Superior General Ledochowski formally establishing 
the New England Province was issued on July 2, 
1926, and became effective on July 31st.63 One can 
get some sense of the need for the division when one 
considers that, just before the split, the Maryland-
New York Province had 657 scholastics, the largest 
number of men in formation in the whole Society. Fr. 
James Kilroy, SJ, the first prefect of studies at Regis 
High School and former rector of St. Ignatius Church 
in New York, became the first provincial of the new 
province.

The 1920s can best be described as a period of 
steady expansion of existing apostolates more than 
extension into new ones. For America magazine, 
the 1920s were a time of great growth. In 1925 its 
circulation stood at 29,600, but by early 1929 it 
had reached 38,500. This increase was aided by a 
new strategy to make the magazine available for 
purchase at the door of parish churches.64 America
had many issues to focus on during the 1920s and 
1930s. International affairs had early been a topic of 
interest to the editors of the magazine, especially for 
Fr. Richard Tierney, SJ, the editor from 1914 to 1925. 
The persecution of the Church in Mexico certainly 
attracted the attention of America’s writers as would 
the Spanish Civil War in the late 1930s, when the 
magazine took a strong stand against the anti-clerical 
republican government. Domestic issues such as 
Prohibition and legislation restricting immigration 
in the 1920s and organized labor movement in 
the 1930s were covered in the magazine’s pages. 
America’s interest in issues of social justice reflected 
especially the concerns of Fr. John LaFarge, SJ, who 
served as an assistant editor for many years beginning 
in the mid-1920s.65 The America staff moved in the 
mid-1920 to a new location on West 108th Street in 

Delivery truck outside the Messenger of the Sacred Heart Building, 
now Murray-Weigel Hall. At one point, 300,000 issues of the magazine 
were printed and distributed each month.
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Manhattan, where it would remain until the mid-
1960s.

The staff of The Messenger of the Sacred Heart, 
who had been living for more than a decade at 
Kohlmann Hall (two houses on West 181st Street) 
moved to a new location specifically designed for the 
magazine on Fordham Road next to the university 
campus. Two new buildings were erected: a new 
Kohlmann Hall, which would be the residence not 
only for the Jesuit staff of the magazine but also for 
the provincial and his staff, was completed by May, 
1924; and right next to this building a much larger 
one that would house the printing press and have 
space for storage and records was finished in 1923.66

The provincial had thought that one or other of the 
province high schools in the city might have some 
use of the old Messenger buildings, but when none 
seemed interested, they were sold. New quarters 
for the magazine were certainly needed. In 1907, 
when The Messenger came to New York, it had a 
circulation of about 28,000; by 1924 it had reached 
310,000.67

The Messenger of the Sacred Heart was not 

the only thing new in the Bronx in the 1920s. At 
Fordham University, the University Church was 
lengthened by 75 feet with a new sanctuary and a 
cupola. A new building devoted to biological science 
was constructed, a seismic station for measuring 
earthquakes was donated, a new library building 
was dedicated, and the new gymnasium was built. 
This last facility was opened in fine fashion with 
a basketball game between Fordham and Boston 
College, won by the home team. Total enrollment 
at the university in 1926 neared 4,500 students (not 
counting the Prep or summer school students). Near 
the end of the decade, the Jesuits at Fordham got 
for themselves a new residence, called, at the time, 
Faculty House but later known as Loyola Hall. This 
imposing building would be able to house 55 Jesuits, 
along with chapel, a recreation room, bedrooms for 
the priests, scholastics and brothers, as well as the 
refectory. 

Canisius College was also prospering, with an 
increasing enrollment and expanding facilities. An 
evening school and a summer session, in both of 
which women were allowed to enroll, were added in 
1919 and the overall enrollment in all its divisions, 

A staff meeting for America magazine. Fr. John LaFarge, SJ,å standing, points to North Africa for Fr. Thurston Davis, SJ, the editor in chief of 
America, as other editors look on.
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excluding the high school, was by the middle of the 
decade 27% higher than it had been just before World 
War I had broken out. Its science offerings were 
greatly expanded, especially in the area of chemistry. 
In 1925, two new wings were constructed onto its 
main building and in 1926 an athletic field was 
added. 

Care of the elderly and infirm members of the 
province, an important work in the late 20th and 
early 21st centuries, was not a major issue in the 
early 20th century, perhaps in part because of the 
state of medicine in those days and the shorter life 
expectancy that curtailed the number of elderly and 
infirm. Nonetheless, there were men who needed 
care. The practice seems to have been that those in 
serious need of extended care received it outside one 
of the Jesuit houses (cur. val. extra dom. as the Jesuit 
catalogue would indicate). A few individuals could 
be cared for in one of the active communities or at St. 
Andrew-on-Hudson. There was a change in the early 
1920s. Fr. William Walsh, the man responsible for the 
purchase of the property at Monroe, N.Y., received 
permission to erect on that property a building to 
serve as a sanatorium. The records in the archives 
of the province indicate that he was responsible for 
raising the funds for this project. By some point in 
1925 the house was built and a small community, 
which included Walsh as minister, a spiritual father, 
an infirmarian and three men listed as “cur. val.” had 
taken up residence. The house, under the patronage 
of Blessed Isaac Jogues and his companions, was a 
dependent community of the Poughkeepsie novitiate. 

In 1926, Fr. Provincial Laurence Kelly, SJ, gave 
his permission for the publication of a new magazine 
devoted to the work of the province in its mission 
territories. Thus the Jesuit Missions magazine began 
with the publication of its first issue in January, 1927, 
having its aim both to alert interested lay persons to 
what was happening in the various overseas missions 
of the Society in the United States, but also to solicit 
donations to support the work of the missionaries. 
Much like America, it was to be national rather than 
simply provincial in its reach.

With the large number of men in formation there 
remained a need for the purchase or construction 
of seminaries to house them. This was especially 
true in the early 1920s when the separation of New 
England was in the offing. The site that would 
become Weston College, near Boston, was purchased 
in 1921 and in 1922, for a cost of $200,000, a 358-
acre estate was purchased in western Massachusetts 
that would house the novitiate and juniorate for the 
new province. The house, Shadowbrook, had recently 
been owned by industrialist Andrew Carnegie. In 
1919, Father General Ledochowski had urged the 
various provinces of the Society to make their needs 
known to benefactors and friends. The province 
had, therefore, been soliciting funds for the support 
of seminarians through The Pilgrim, which was the 
publication of the Auriesville Martyrs’ Shrine. With 
the beatification of the North American Martyrs in 
1925, it seemed advisable to allow the magazine to 
focus its attention more directly on the Martyrs, and 
so a new publication was developed, devoted both to 
news about the seminaries and to the raising of funds. 

Kohlmann Hall, on the left, the residence for Jesuits who worked at the Messenger of the Sacred Heart Building, on the right. Note the turrets, and 
the large area where the printing press was located.
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This magazine, The Jesuit Seminary News, published 
its first edition on January 15, 1926.

Province high schools were also moving along 
well. Xavier completed another building on 
15th Street in 1925. This would house not only 
classrooms, but also a gymnasium and the locker 
room facilities it would require. The gym would have 
seating that ran around a balcony overlooking the 
floor. Regis High School had a solid 790 students 
enrolled at the start of the 1927-28 academic year. 
It should be noted that while many students started 
an academic year, not quite that many would finish. 
In 1925, only 100 seniors graduated and in 1926 
the number was only 105. A student who did not 
keep up with the rigorous academic program was 
deprived of his scholarship and “invited” to continue 
his education elsewhere. While attendance at college 
following graduation from high school was not yet 
the norm it would become in Jesuit schools in the 
decades after World War II, a surprising number of 
graduates did continue their education when they 
graduated. To use Regis as an example, of the 100 
graduates in the class of 1925, 76 went on to college 
or professional school and 6 began studies for the 
priesthood (3 in the Society). The vast majority of 
those attending college naturally went to Catholic 
institutions, mostly to Fordham.68 Loyola School was 
also enjoying record enrollments, with between 80 
and 98 students registered each year, at least until the 
autumn of 1929.69

The educational apostolate was of such importance 
to the Society as a whole and to the Maryland-New 
York Province in particular that it could not be left 
to function without clear direction. To a degree that 
would be inconceivable in the later 20th or early 21st

century, the entire program in both the high schools 
and the colleges, from the requirements for those 
seeking admission, to the subject matter taught each 
semester and even the content of the courses, was 
specified down to the minutest detail. In 1910, the 
province had issued a Program of Studies for the 
Colleges and High Schools of the Maryland-New 
York Province. A revised edition was put forth in 
1923. In the letter introducing this latter edition, 
Fr. Provincial Kelley stated that it was “my wish 
that beginning with next September all its (i.e. the 
program of studies) provisions be accurately and 
uniformly carried out, and that no departure be made 
from it without my express sanction.” Thus, for 
example, all third-year students in the province high 
schools would, in their first semester Latin class, 
read Cicero’s First and Second Oration against 
Cataline as well as the Perseus and Andromeda tale 
from Ovid’s Metamorphoses. Sophomores in one 
of the province’s colleges would study the period 
1517-1648 in their European History course. A list 

of reference books to be used for this course was 
provided, along with an indication of which books 
had non-Catholic authors. Several generations of 
students in the province’s high schools would become 
all too familiar with the common “province exams.”

For the retreat apostolate, the 1920s were also 
good years. Mount Manresa in Staten Island had 
its main building winterized and a Jesuit staff took 
up residence there in July, 1923. The winterization 
enabled them to give retreats all year round rather 
than just in the period from April to November.70

In 1925, a new building for the lay retreatants was 

Notable Jesuits

An early crusader for 
interracial justice in the 
United States, Fr. John 
LaFarge, SJ, was born in 
Newport, R.I., in 1880, 
a direct descendant of 
both Benjamin Franklin 
and War of 1812 hero 
Oliver Perry. Son of 
the noted artist of the 
same name, LaFarge was 
educated at Harvard, 
and a�er deciding to 
become a Catholic 
priest, studied theology 
at Innsbruck. Following 
his ordination in 1905, 
he entered the Society at St. Andrew-on-Hudson. �e 
fact of his ordination shortened the period of his Jesuit 
formation, and he was soon engaged in pastoral work 
in rural Maryland. �e 15 years he spent in this work 
gave him insights into the racial issues that troubled the 
United States in the early 20th century and would shape 
his response to them. Moving to America magazine as an 
editor in 1926, he was soon engaged in an apostolate for 
racial justice. He founded the Catholic Layman’s Union in 
1927 for African-Americans interested in both spiritual 
formation, studying the relationship between the races. 
He was then involved in the formation of the Catholic 
Interracial Councils, a network of organizations among 
whose aims was the elimination of racial discrimination 
in Catholic institutions. Before his death in 1963 he 
authored seven books, including �e Race Question and 
the Negro: A Study of the Catholic Doctrine on Interracial 
Justice (1943) and his autobiography, �e Manner is 
Ordinary (1954).

Fr.John LaFarge, SJ 
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opened and dedicated to Fr. Terrence Shealy, SJ. The 
following year a separate chapel dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart was completed. Of greater importance 
was a retreat venture undertaken in New Jersey. Fr. 
Herman Stork, who was to be the first director of the 
new retreat house, began his search for a suitable 
place in 1926. Having found in Morristown the 
Foote mansion, built in 1904 and situated on a 33-
acre piece of property, he prevailed upon his friend, 
Welcome Bender, to purchase the estate and donate it 
to the Society. This he did in 1927, and so a place for 
weekend retreats for men from the Garden State was 
now available. 

The great majority of 
Jesuits, once they had 
completed the full course 
of studies, usually found 
themselves engaged 
in one or other of the 
institutional apostolates 
of the province. 
Occasionally, however, a 
Jesuit would find himself 
involved in a work 
apart from the kind that 
occupied his brothers. 
One such Jesuit was 
Fr. Edward Garesche, 
originally from the 
Missouri Province, but 
who spent many years 
working in New York 
City. For more than 30 
years, from 1928 until his 
death in 1960, he was the 
Director of the Catholic 
Medical Mission Board 
(CMMB). The aim of the 
organization was to provide Catholic missionaries 
with the medical provisions they needed to assist the 
people they served to improve public health while 
attending also to spiritual needs. Over the years, 
thousands of pounds of drugs, most donated by 
pharmaceutical companies but some purchased at a 
steep discount, were sent to Catholic missions around 
the world. While Fr. Garesche and his successors as 
directors through the rest of the 20th century were 
members of the Society, the inspiration for and the 
actual founding of the CMMB came from a layman, 
Dr. Paluel Flagg, an anesthesiologist from St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in New York City.

The missions entrusted to the province were not to 
be neglected in this booming decade. In 1929, a 78-
acre plot of land was purchased to be the new site for 
the Ateneo de Manila. This was especially necessary 
in that a fire had destroyed its old facility. 

Overseeing much of this expansion during this 
period was Fr. Laurence Kelly, SJ, provincial 
superior, who assumed office on June 23, 1922. 
Before assuming this office he had served for a 
number of years as superior of a parish in rural 
Maryland and as novice master at the Yonkers 
novitiate.71

 Probably the most significant apostolic event of 
the decade was not the establishment of a new work 
but the resurrection of an old one, specifically the 
collegiate division at St. Peter’s in Jersey City. The 
question of when (or if) to reopen this school was 
one which preoccupied not only the rectors involved, 
but also Fr. Joseph Rockwell, SJ, provincial and 
was even a matter of concern to Superior General. 
In a letter to Fr. Ledochowski on May 27, 1919, 
Provincial Rockwell wrote:

At a meeting of the Consultors on May 23, 1919, 
an important question arose about our Colleges at 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Jersey City, and Brooklyn. 
At Loyola, St. Peter’s, and Brooklyn, there are no 
college students this school year because of the War. 
Nor will there be many students next year, which 
posed the question should we supply professors 
needed to reopen the college departments of these 
schools. 

These are the reasons given against reopening. We do 
not have the professors required for so many small 
colleges. Their buildings are too small for college 
requirements, nor do they have adequate campuses. 
If we distribute our men among these small colleges, 
we cannot properly staff our larger ones. In recent 
years we have been unable to assign men for biennia 
and higher degree programs. Now, we also have the 
Bombay Mission which will require a good number 
of men to take care of adequately. Wherefore it 
seemed necessary to close the college departments of 
Brooklyn and St. Peter’s, and urge their students to 
transfer to Fordham ...

It is not pleasant to give up what we have begun, 
but it seems necessary, if we are to run our colleges 
properly. A certain mediocrity is present in our 
schools and will continue to grow, unless we take 
necessary steps to prevent it. Our decision (the 
Consultors and myself) was not to supply professors 
to the college departments of Brooklyn and St. 
Peter’s, at least for the moment.72

Loyola College in Baltimore was allowed to 
continue since there was no convenient other Jesuit 
college nearby for the students to attend. Not 
so for Brooklyn and St. Peter’s. Father General, 
however, was not completely satisfied with the 
decision and requested that Fr. Rockwell engage 

Fr. Edward Garesche, SJ, was the 
director of the Catholic Medical 
Mission Board for more than 30 
years, which to this day ships mil-
lions of dollars worth of medicines 
around the globe.
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in further consultation. While he gave permission 
for the temporary measure of not sending Jesuits to 
Brooklyn or Jersey City, he wanted to hear more.73

Fr. Rockwell responded in a letter of July 31, 1919, 
wherein he indicated that after consulting the rectors 
and prefects of studies of province schools, the 
majority were in favor of closing both Brooklyn and 
St. Peter’s Colleges.74 Protests from Brooklyn won 
the college there a one-year reprieve until June, 1920, 
when it definitively closed, but St. Peter’s formally 
closed its collegiate department in 1919. Although 
the collegiate divisions of these two places were 
closed, the high schools continued along as very 
active apostolates. The Brooklyn Prep Community 
was engaged not only in the high school apostolate 
but also had charge of St. Ignatius Parish and, at the 
request of Bishop Malloy of Brooklyn, in 1924 took 
responsibility for taking care of the spiritual needs 
of the patients at Kings County and Brooklyn State 
Hospitals.

That a peacock should have adorned the seal of St. 
Peter’s College (now University) is most appropriate, 
for this bird was once considered by some to be 
a sign of the resurrection, and even though it had 
closed in 1919, St. Peter’s College was not finished. 
The new rector, Fr. Thomas Graham, SJ, who became 

rector in the summer of 1921, and his successor, Fr. 
Joseph O’Reilly, SJ, were vigorous in their efforts to 
have the college reopened, and the new provincial, 
Fr. Laurence Kelly, SJ, who succeeded Fr. Joseph 
Rockwell in 1922, and Fr. Edward Phillips, SJ, his 
successor, were at least open to the idea. Central to 
the reopening, however, would be the acquisition of a 
new site. It was agreed that the original site on Grand 
Street was inadequate. Not only was it too small, but 
the high school, with a much larger enrollment than 
the college, dominated the facilities. Furthermore, 
there was a sense that students in the high school 
would not be enthused about spending another four 
years in the same location for their college studies. 
The Bishop of Newark, Fr. Thomas Walsh, who 
personally spoke with Fr. General to secure his 
permission to reopen the college, was eager to have 
a Catholic college in Jersey City. There was fear in 
the province that if the Society would not run one, 
the bishop would ask the Dominicans or the Holy 
Cross fathers to do so. Further, there was a concern 
that if the college did not reopen soon, its charter, 
which was a university charter, might be revoked, 
and it would be most difficult to secure from the 
New Jersey legislature at a future date another one as 
generous as the old one, should the college eventually 
be able to reopen. The required permissions and 
faculty members were finally secured and St. Peter’s 
College was able to reopen in rented quarters in 
September, 1930, while steps were taken to acquire a 
more permanent site, which was finally achieved by 
1934.

The coming of the Great Depression obviously 
had an impact on all Americans, but the province and 
its apostolates continued to minister to the needs of 
Catholics here and abroad. Province leadership in the 
most difficult early days of the Depression fell to Fr. 
Edward Phillips. SJ. 

Born in Pennsylvania in 
1877 and an 1898 graduate 
of the College of St. Francis 
Xavier, Fr. Phillips entered 
the Society in this latter 
year.75 Somewhat unusual 
in those days, he was sent 
as a scholastic to Johns 
Hopkins University, where 
he was awarded a Ph.D. 
in mathematics in 1908. 
In 1928, while working at 
Georgetown’s observatory, 
he went to Europe to 
attend several astronomical 
conferences. At that time the 
Superior General’s permission 
was needed for Jesuits to 

Notable Jesuits

While popular culture has provided us with Superman, 
the “Man of Steel,” the New York Province had its own 
“Steel Priest,” Fr. Bill Hogan, SJ. Born in 1919 and a 
public high school and Fordham University graduate, 
he entered the Society at St. Andrew-on-Hudson in 
1941. From the outset he had developed a keen interest 
in the steel industry, an interest encouraged by his 
superiors in the Society, who allowed him to spend his 
years of regency studying economics. With his Ph.D. 
completed at Fordham, he went on to join the faculty of 
the university, where he would remain for the rest of his 
life. He authored a number of books on various aspects 
of the steel industry, including his magisterial �ve-
volume Economic History of the Iron and Steel Industry 
in the United States. He served as well as a consultant 
not only to major American steel companies, but also 
to foreign companies, as well as to government agencies 
here and abroad. No matter where he was, however, his 
students at Fordham came �rst, and he was known to end 
conversations with governmental and business leaders 
abruptly just so he could return in time for his scheduled 
classes. Fr. Hogan died in 2002.

Fr. William Hogan, SJ 

Fr. Edward J. Phillips, SJ, pro-
vincial of the Maryland-New 
York Province from 1928-35.
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come to Rome. Through no fault of his own, Fr. 
Phillips mistakenly thought he had such permission 
and eventually arrived in Rome. Matters were soon 
resolved, however, and after meeting twice with Fr. 
Ledochowski, Fr. Phillips returned to the province 
with an appointment to be the new provincial, 
effective September 12, 1928. He would hold the 
position for nearly seven full years, one year beyond 
the normal six year term, the extra year being served 
at the express request of the General.

Money could be tight during this time, and Fr. 
Phillips mandated that in those communities that 
were comparatively well-off, money from stipends 
and perquisites should be sent to the province Arca. 
When Brooklyn Prep came to celebrate its silver 
anniversary in 1933, both the administration and the 
students agreed that no costly celebration should take 
place. Canisius College experienced a major crisis 
when, in the middle of the Depression, the rector-
president suddenly resigned. At the time, the college 
had a debt of about $450,000 and one of the banks 
to which some of this money was owed, fearing 
what the sudden departure of the head of the college 
might portend, demanded the immediate repayment 
of what was owed to it. Fortunately, at this moment 
of crisis the minister of the community, Fr. James 
Sweeney, SJ, took charge and, with the help of a 
loan from the Bishop of Buffalo, and some friends of 
the college, gathered the needed funds to repay the 
bank and so prevent any further immediate demands 
from creditors being made. Sweeney’s prompt and 
decisive handling of this crisis gave evidence of his 
leadership qualities and he went on to become in turn 
the president of Canisius College, the vice-provincial 
of the Maryland Region of the province, and finally 
in October, 1939, the last provincial of the Maryland-
New York Province.

Enrollment at the schools of the province was 
certainly impacted by the Depression.76 Canisius 
College was especially hard hit, with the enrollment 
in the liberal arts college being cut almost in half 
during the 1930s in comparison with the late 1920s. 
Fordham’s undergraduate program was also hurt, 
although it did experience occasional periods of 
improvement. St. Peter’s, just reopening as the 
Depression began, was aided by its business school, 
Hudson College, but its overall numbers remained 
low throughout this period and the war years that 
followed. The high schools too were hit hard by the 
poor economic conditions that prevailed. Fordham 
Prep saw a steady shrinkage of its student body 
through the early and mid-1930s. Brooklyn Prep as 
well grew smaller as the decade progressed. Xavier, 
which had 1,120 enrolled in 1929, had only 676 
students in 1939.77 Even at Regis, where tuition was 
not an issue, the number of students, as well as the 

number of lay faculty, declined as the decade wore 
on. Students were known to drop out of school if the 
opportunity to get a job came along. Both St. Peter’s 
Prep and Canisius High School experienced initial 
dips in enrollment but eventually stabilized their 
numbers as the economy improved. Loyola School, 
which was the smallest of the province schools, 
was especially hurt by the economic downturn. 
Enrollment dropped and as early as the fall of 1930, 
when the full effects of the Depression were only just 
beginning to be felt, many students could not pay 
the full tuition, and the school adopted an informal 
arrangement where students would pay what they 
could and the school would absorb the loss.78 The 
physical plant of the school was suffering from 
“deferred maintenance” and in mid-decade some 
thought was given to moving the school to Long 
Island, to the newly acquired Brady estate, Inisfada, 
but the Bishop of Brooklyn in whose diocese the 
property was then located, turned down the idea. 
Others proposed that the provincial simply close the 
school, given the manpower that the school absorbed 
for such a small number of students, but this was 
rejected as well. The school would simply have to 
move along as best it could in the circumstances.79

Among the most 
notable occurrences 
of the early 1930s 
was the opening of a 
second novitiate for the 
province. Thanks to the 
exceptional generosity of 
Nicholas and Genevieve 
Brady who were great 
benefactors of the works 
of the Society, land was 
donated and a large 
building was constructed 
at Wernersville, near 
Reading, Penn., to 
house the ever-growing 
numbers of province 
novices and juniors. On 
May 2, 1930, a number of 
novices and some juniors 
were transferred from St. 
Andrew-on-Hudson to their new home, the Novitiate 
of St. Isaac Jogues, where they were met by the new 
novice master, Fr. J. Harding Fisher, SJ, who had 
been recalled from Shadowbrook, where he had been 
serving in the same capacity.

The recently canonized St. Isaac Jogues was also 
remembered in 1930 when, at the Martyrs’ Shrine 
in Auriesville, the new coliseum was dedicated. 
A circular building with 72 doors and designed to 
hold as many as 6,000 pilgrims, the new structure 

Benefactors Nicholas Brady (pic-
tured here) and his wife Genevieve 
Brady, provided the funds that 
enabled the Novitiate of St. Isaac 
Jogues, Wernersville, to be built.
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contained four altars at its center, each facing in a 
different direction, so that it was possible for four 
Masses to be conducted at the same time.

In 1932, at a low point in the Depression, St. 
Peter’s College opened its business school, known 
as Hudson College. The university charter that 
the school had been granted by the New Jersey 
legislature in 1872 allowed it to do this, and the 
commissioner of education of the state of New 
Jersey indicated that courses in this field would be 
taught “in the prevailing American fashion, stressing 
information rather than formation.”80 No Ratio 
Studiorum would be found there! Two years later, 
ground was broken for the first of what would be 
many new buildings at its newly purchased site along 
the then-named Hudson Boulevard. To the surprise of 
some, this first building was not a classroom building 
but a gymnasium. With what was for the moment 
adequate space for classrooms available in the rented 
space that the college had been using since reopening 
in 1930, there was felt to be a need for some athletic 
space so the students could have a place to recreate. 
Furthermore, a gymnasium, at a cost of $50,000, was 
the most affordable new building that could be placed 
on the new college site. Fordham University as well 
showed signs of vitality in this dark decade with 
the construction in the mid-1930s of its signature 
building, Keating Hall, with its great central tower.

When discussing the challenge of reopening 
St. Peter’s and Brooklyn College after World 
War I, the provincial, Fr. Joseph Rockwell, SJ, as 
noted above, expressed a concern that “a certain 
mediocrity is present in our schools.” The growth in 
popularity of the elective system in undergraduate 
colleges and universities called for a greater degree 
of specialization on the part of faculty than had 
prevailed in the 19th century. The traditional Jesuit 
course of studies would no longer be adequate to 
train Jesuits involved in higher education. Father 
General Ledochowski was certainly aware of these 
developments. In 1930, he had established in the 
United States an Inter-province Commission on 
Higher Studies which had presented him with its 
report in August, 1932. A public relations disaster, 
however, was in the offing. The American Council 
on Education, a very influential organization in the 
field of higher education, had commissioned a study 
of graduate programs, specifically those granting a 
Ph.D. degree, to assess those judged distinguished 
or at least qualified in terms of staff and facilities to 
prepare doctoral candidates.81 When the report was 
published in the spring of 1934, no Jesuit graduate 
department made the list. To this embarrassment 
the General was quick to respond, and following 
on the recommendations made by the Commission 
of High Studies, in August, 1934, he issued an 

Instruction on Studies and Teaching. Training a 
Jesuit faculty so it would be capable of offering the 
highest quality instruction possible was vital and so 
he decreed: “Teachers must have degrees, they must 
write books and articles of scientific value, give 
conferences and lectures that interest people, keep 
contact with learned organizations. We cannot afford 
to ignore these requisites of the modern teacher, 
though we must try to direct them to the spiritual and 
supernatural end proper to our vocation.”82 In Article 
33 of this document he prescribed that there should 
be special studies for doctorates for Jesuits after 
the completion of tertianship. These studies ideally 
should be pursued at Jesuit, or at least Catholic 
universities, if at all possible.

A glance at the province catalogues through this 
decade show that the provincials took the General’s 
instruction to heart. In the early 1930s, apart from 
the occasional biennium (a two-year program of 
advanced studies in the sacred sciences) there were 
few indications that Jesuits were doing special 
studies. In the last years of the decade, it was more 
common to find both priests and scholastics assigned 
to graduate work not only at Fordham, Georgetown, 
St. Louis University and Catholic University, but also 
at Yale, MIT and Johns Hopkins, as well as at some 
of the great universities of Europe.

In light of the tremendous suffering brought 
on by the Great Depression, it is not surprising 
that the viability of the whole capitalist economic 
system was called into question, and alternative 
forms of economic and social organization gained 
in attractiveness. Socialism and, particularly, 
communism were seen by some as more attractive 
options, and communist infiltration of the organized 
labor movement was especially troublesome. Spurred 
on by Fr. John LaFarge, SJ, then an editor of America
magazine, the provincial, Fr. Joseph Murphy, SJ, 
established the Xavier School of Social Sciences, 
which began operations on 16th Street in Manhattan 
in February, 1936. After some initial missteps, the 
school, renamed the Xavier Labor School, began to 
focus its attention specifically on the working union 
man. A second school was established in 1937 in 
Brooklyn. The Crown Heights School of Catholic 
Workmen using the facilities of Brooklyn Prep and 
under the leadership of Fr. William Smith, SJ.83 This 
operation attempted to cater both to workers and to 
management. None of this work was easy and it was 
of a type where it was important to have laymen play 
a leading role. In dealing with working men who 
were shrewd but without a great deal of education, 
the last thing one should try was a lecture filled with 
abstract principles. What was needed were talks 
by men who had been “in the trenches” with the 
workers. Thus the Labor School worked hard to train 
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working men how to speak with their peers. A major 
problem was that, although many of the rank and file 
in unions were Catholics, much of the leadership in 
some was composed of Communists or at least of 
fellow travelers. They could make it very difficult 
for those with opposing ideas to get a fair hearing 
at union meetings. Topics for presentation at the 
Labor Schools, therefore, would include instruction 
in parliamentary procedure and in public speaking 
so that Catholic ideas could be put forth. Catholic 
social teaching and the dangers of communism with 
its underhanded tactics would also be explained. In 
many ways the Labor Schools were fighting an uphill 
battle in the 1930s. Leftists and communists within 
the labor movement strongly resisted the challenge 
presented by the Labor School, and did much to 
discourage participation and to discredit the priests 
involved.84

The Philippine missions were still a part of the 
province (Jamaica having been entrusted to the New 
England Province) and Fr. Provincial Phillips made 
an extensive visitation of this region. After returning 
the United States he sent to the whole province a 
letter seeking volunteers who would be willing to 
go to those islands to labor for the rest of their lives. 
He was looking especially for men under the age of 
40, and not merely those with a desire to go, but also 
those who, if asked by superiors to do so, would do 
so willingly.85 It was part of the Society’s tradition 
that those going to the foreign missions should 
expect to spend their whole lives in the mission. 
Some suggested to Fr. Phillips that he might get more 
volunteers if he held out the possibility that some 
would go only for a limited time, but this he refused 
to do, as Fr. Ledochowski had reemphasized that the 
missions were a lifetime commitment.86

Not surprisingly, the Great Depression strained the 
financial resources of the province. For some years 
the fundraising efforts of the province had come out 
of Kohlmann Hall, which served multiple purposes—
as the residence of the provincial and his staff, the 
staff of the Messenger of the Sacred Heart but also 
of Fr. Francis Breen, SJ, who oversaw fundraising 
for the Philippine Missions and the Jesuit Seminary 
Fund. In 1933, this last operation was transferred 
to St. Ignatius on 83rd Street in Manhattan, where 
it would later develop into the Jesuit Seminary and 
Mission Bureau (JSMB).

Fr. Phillips’ successor as provincial was Fr. Joseph 
A. Murphy, SJ, who remained in office until 1939. 
He was an immigrant, born in England in 1881, who 
entered the Society at Frederick in 1900.87 Most of his 
active years in the Society prior to his appointment 
had been spent in the classroom, principally at 
Fordham where he taught philosophy from 1921 

until 1935. He was often voted by students as their 
favorite teacher because of the clarity of his lectures, 
although many Jesuits would find him somewhat 
cold and inflexible as a superior. Fr. Murphy’s health 
had never been strong and, quite possibly because of 
the strains of governing such a large province were 
proving to be too much, he served as provincial for 
only four years. 

It was during Murphy’s term that one new 
community was created, a new tertianship that was 
constructed near the Martyrs’ Shrine in Auriesville.88

Most members of the province had completed their 
third probation at St. Andrew-on-Hudson, where 
the tertianship had been located since 1903. Even 
with the establishment of a tertianship at Pomfret 
Center, Conn., when the New England Province was 
erected, the Poughkeepsie program suffered from 
cramped quarters to the point where a number of 
men had to be sent to other provinces to complete 
their formation. It was also felt that third probation 
should be conducted at a location different from a 
novitiate/juniorate. Construction was begun on the 
new tertianship building in 1938 and it was ready 
for occupancy by the spring of 1939. The site had 
ample room for 45 tertians. There were as well as 
rooms for 21 priest retreatants, as this would become 
an important ministry for the house. In keeping with 
the practice at the time, there were 16 side altars 
off of the main chapel where the tertian fathers 
could celebrate Mass each day. On April 4, 1939, 
the tertians who had begun third probation at St. 
Andrew’s arrived at Auriesville to complete their 
program, and for the next three decades Auriesville 
functioned as the place where hundreds of Jesuits 
would do their final year of spiritual preparation 
before pronouncing their final vows.

The Novitiate of St. Isaac Jogues was not the only 
generous benefaction of Nicholas and Genevieve 
Brady. Several years after the death of Mr. Brady, 
Mrs. Brady donated to the province her magnificent 
Long Island estate, Inisfada. The house would 
become, initially, home to the first-year philosophers. 
Woodstock College was filled to capacity by 
scholastics studying philosophy and theology and 
it had become necessary to send some of the young 
men from Maryland-New York to other provinces 
at least for their philosophical studies. The gift of 
Inisfada relieved to some degree this overcrowding, 
so that from 1937 to 1940 scholastics were sent to the 
Long Island house for their first year of philosophical 
studies.

While the nation was going through a difficult 
period in the 1930s the Maryland-New York 
Province was experiencing a remarkable growth 
in its manpower. In 1927, following the split with 
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New England the Province had slightly more than 
900 members. By 1931, there were just above 1,100 
Jesuits in the province. By 1933, the number was 
nearly 1,250 and by 1937 more than 1,400. As the 
province of Maryland-New York was being divided 
in 1943, there were more than 1,700 members.
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Inisfada, the magnificent home of Mrs. Genevieve Brady, which she gave 
to the Jesuits after the death of her husband. It served as a house of for-
mation, a home for the mission band, and then as a retreat house. 


