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Chapter 4 
A New Century and New Ventures

The men who would lead the province 
in the first decades of the 20th century 
would bring to their post a variety of 
experiences. With the resignation of Fr. 
Purbrick 47-year-old Fr. Thomas Gannon, 

SJ, was appointed as his successor. Gannon had been 
rector-president of St. John’s College (Fordham) for 
four years and served several stints as socius to the 
provincial. He would later serve as tertian instructor 
and then have the distinction of being the first 
American Assistant to the Superior General when 
the United States was separated from the English 
Assistancy in 1915. He would be succeeded in the 
office by Fr. Joseph Hanselman, SJ. Born in 1856 
and entering the Society in 1878, Fr. Hanselman 
had spent most of his priestly life at the College 
of the Holy Cross, first as prefect of discipline and 
eventually as rector. He was appointed provincial 
in 1906 and would later succeed Fr. Gannon as 
American Assistant in Rome. His successor, Fr. 
Anthony Maas, SJ, was of a different sort. Born in 
1857 and entering the Society at the age of 19, he 
had spent almost his entire priestly career before 
his appointment as provincial in 1912 at Woodstock 
College, first as professor of scripture and then as 
rector. His successor, Fr. Joseph Rockwell, SJ, had 
been more mobile. He had taught at both Xavier 
and Boston College, where he also served as prefect 
of studies, rector at Xavier and then at Brooklyn 
College; he came to the office of provincial in 1918 
at the age of 55, having been a Jesuit for 37 years.

The first years of the new century witnessed the 
creation of two new endeavors in New York by the 
Society. In February, 1901, the new Loyola School 
was dedicated by the archbishop of New York and, 
on property that had been purchased for $22,500 in 
Hyde Park, N.Y., about 75 miles north of New York 
City, the new novitiate of Saint Andrew-on-Hudson 
received the novices, juniors and tertians from 
Frederick.

Loyola School was the dream of Fr. Neil 
McKinnon, SJ, who had been pastor of St. 
Ignatius Church on Park Avenue and superior of 
the community since July, 1893. During the early 
years of his pastorate the magnificent new Church 
of St. Ignatius had been dedicated, but a problem 
was looming on the horizon. As with the parish of 
St. Joseph in Troy, there was pressure building to 

withdraw the Society from any parish that did not 
have either a college or at least the prospects of a 
college attached to it. While Fr. McKinnon was not 
anxious for the Society to lose the parish where so 
much effort had just been expended to build the 
new church, more importantly, he recognized that 
there was a growing need for a school that would 
cater to the educational and religious needs of the 
sons of wealthy Catholics in New York City.36 There 
were a number of private day schools in Manhattan 
that catered to the children of the wealthy and it 
was to these that the growing number of well-to-do 
Catholics had often turned to educate their sons. 
Rightly fearing - at a time when prejudice against 
Catholics was not unknown - that the atmosphere 
in these schools was not conducive to the spiritual 
development of Catholic young men, Fr. McKinnon 
believed that the time had come to start a school. 
After the appropriate approvals from religious 
superiors and the archbishop had been received, 
ground was broken for Loyola School in February, 
1899, on land which had been purchased by the 
Society in 1880 at the corner of 83rd Street and Park 
Avenue. 

Classes began in October, 1900, but as the building 
was not yet complete, the parlor in the rectory 
was used for instruction. By December, 1900, the 
building was ready to receive the students and it 
was formally dedicated by Archbishop Michael 
Corrigan on February 11, 1901. The structure made 
a very good impression on visitors. The New York 
Herald noted: “Altogether the building represents 
the highest degree of architectural excellence as 
applied to schools.”37 The school began small, with 
only 18 students enrolled in its first year, but this was 
intentional. With tuition pegged at $300 per year, the 
school was meant for a limited audience. As an early 
brochure described it, the purpose of Loyola was “to 
offer to Catholic boys of well-to-do families all the 
advantages of the select, private day schools of New 
York; the Catholic boy should have training in his 
religion, and should have the opportunity of enjoying 
the atmosphere of a Catholic school; this quite 
naturally, cannot be had except in a school informed 
and filled with the Catholic spirit.”38 Initially the 
school had a junior division comprising what would 
now be the sixth through eighth grades of grammar 
school, and a senior division comprising the four 
years of high school. As the latter fulfilled what for 
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the Society constituted a “college,” St. Ignatius parish 
now had its required college attached.

As Loyola School was taking its first few steps 
as an educational institution, on January 15, 1903, 
123 Jesuits arrived at their new home along the 
Hudson, some 3 miles north of Poughkeepsie.39

The property, the former Stuyvesant estate, had 
been purchased for $23,500 in July, 1899, by Fr. 
Provincial Purbrick. In demolishing the old mansion, 
some 750,000 bricks were saved which were used in 
the construction of the new building. The novitiate 
had been at Frederick, Md. since 1833, so, not 
surprisingly, some found the move to be difficult, 
but the trip from Frederick proved to be uneventful. 
Superiors had even taken care that there would be no 
mixing of grades; the novices, juniors, and tertians 
all occupied separate railway cars on the journey. Fr. 
John O’Rourke, SJ, who had been novice master at 
Frederick since 1890, was the first rector and novice 
master in the new novitiate. 

Thanks to the generosity of Mrs. Thomas F. Ryan 
a magnificent chapel was soon added to the building 
and was dedicated by New York Archbishop John 
Farley in 1908.40 An additional chapel was located 
on the grounds of St. Andrews, this one right by the 
entrance to the property.41 It was built at his own 
expense by the contractor, James D. Murphy, who 
had constructed the main building, with the hope that 
a benefactor would come along who would make 
a sizeable contribution to the building fund for the 

novitiate and thus could then become the beneficiary 
of the privileges attached to this chapel, dedicated 
to Our Lady of the Way. Mr. P. J. Kenedy, a noted 
publisher, responded, and he eventually attached 
to this chapel, Della Strada, a mortuary where he 
and his family could be buried. St. Andrews was to 
play a significant role in the formation of members 
of the province for much of the 20th century. The 
number of novices who would receive their initial 
training in the Society at St. Andrews in its life as 
a novitiate (the novices moved to Syracuse on June 
13, 1969) was truly impressive. An average of about 
41 scholastic novices and 5 brother novices entered 
at Poughkeepsie each year. (It should be noted that 
while, for the first number of years, St. Andrews 
was the only novitiate in the province, in later years 
there were times when a second novitiate existed—
at Yonkers (1917 -1923), Shadowbrook (1923-26), 
Wernersville (1930-42), and Plattsburgh (1955-59), 
the last three of which would become the single 
novitiates of other provinces as the Maryland-New 
York and later the New York Province was divided.) 
The tertianship was to remain at St. Andrews until 
1939, when it was moved to Auriesville. During the 
36 years the tertianship was in Poughkeepsie, there 
averaged 28 tertians per year in “third probation.” For 
a brief time, as well, in the early 1920s St. Andrews 
was home to a number of first-year philosophers. 
While the juniors were busy with their studies, 
the novices at St. Andrews received their spiritual 
formation not only in the novitiate itself but also 
through outside experiments or “trials.” As early as 

The province novitiate, St. Andrew-on-Hudson.
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1919, novices were helping the Little Sisters of the 
Poor in the Bronx (and living at the newly established 
novitiate in Yonkers) and later living at Fordham. 
This “trial” was discontinued in 1924. For a few 
years, an attempt was made to institute a pilgrimage 
for the novices, and eventually an experiment was 
established at Auriesville. The most long-lasting of 
these major experiments was the one associated with 
Calvary Hospital in the Bronx.

St. Andrew-on-Hudson was not only a house of 
formation. Several of the priests attached to the 
community were involved in apostolic work in the 
area. A month after the novitiate opened, one of the 
priests began to celebrate Mass each week at Hudson 
River State Hospital, located just down the road 
from the novitiate. This facility for the mentally ill 
had more than 2,000 patients, many of whom were 
Catholic.

While the move of the novitiate in 1903 was 
certainly a dramatic one, an even more significant 
move of a formation house almost occurred a few 
years later as a plan was once again proposed to 
move Woodstock College, the philosophate and 
theologate, to New York City. 

Following the death of Fr. Martin, in 1906 Fr. 
Francis X. Wernz, SJ, was elected Superior General 
at the 25th General Congregation. The new General 
envisioned a great Jesuit university arising in the 
United States, one that could be matched against 

the great Jesuit schools in Europe. It would have a 
graduate school, professional schools, publications, 
and, of course, a scholasticate. In the Superior 
General’s mind, New York City was the logical 
location for such a school, and so he ordered the 
move of Woodstock College to the Bronx.42 Cardinal 
James Gibbons did not object to the move and 
Archbishop Farley, Corrigan’s successor in New 
York, and a Fordham alumnus, favored it as well. The 
major objection to the plan seems to have come from 
Fordham itself, where there was a concern about the 
impact that the addition of a couple of hundred clerics 
would have on the university. A counterproposal was 
made to move the scholasticate to the New York City 
suburbs, and with this in mind an estate in Yonkers, 
just north of the Bronx, was purchased for $750,000 
and appropriately named Woodstock-on-Hudson. 
By 1911, Fr. Wernz had given his approval to this 
relocation, but objections from some still persisted. 
The death of the Superior General in 1914 ended all 
talk of a move, at least for a while longer. 

The Fordham to which the theologate had almost 
moved was no longer the small college it had been 
in the 19th century. By 1907, St. John’s College had 
become Fordham University, with new medical and 
law schools to expand its educational work. The 
campus, however, had grown smaller, with the city’s 
purchase, for $93,000, of land which would become 
the Botanical Gardens, and the sale, for $80,000, of 
a parcel of land on its eastern edge that would be the 
site of Fordham Hospital.

Novices enter the dining room at St. Andrew
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An additional piece of property came into the 
Society’s possession in 1907, when Fr. William 
Walsh, SJ, the pastor of the parish of Our Lady of 
Loretto, managed to secure a promise of funding that 
would allow him to purchase, for $8,000, a piece of 
land with the building located thereon in Monroe, 
N.Y.43 He had been renting the property each summer 
for the previous two years as a vacation spot for the 
Italian boys who lived in his parish. He had a concern 
that if he could not provide an attractive summer get-
away, these children might come under the sway of 
various Protestant groups that were already providing 
excursions outside the city in the summer months. 
The Panic of 1907 undid the anticipated funding, but 
Walsh went ahead with the purchase and arranged 
things such that he was able to pay off the mortgage 
on the property in a few years. He stipulated that the 
property was always meant to be the Society’s, not 
the parish’s, and he anticipated that the old hotel on 
the grounds could eventually serve as the juniors’ 
villa.

Publications were also a part of the province’s 
apostolates. The Apostleship of Prayer was begun 
by a French Jesuit in 1844 and, in 1852 began 
publishing The Messenger of the Sacred Heart. 
The movement spread to the United States in the 
years after the Civil War and an American edition 
of the magazine soon appeared. In 1892, Fr. John 
Wynne, a Maryland-New York Jesuit, took over the 
editorship of the publication. In 1902, he decided 

that the time had come to divide it into two distinct 
ones—The Messenger of the Sacred Heart would 
continue as a devotional and family-oriented organ 
for the Apostleship of Prayer and a second one, The 
Messenger, would be of a more learned and literary 
nature. In 1907, both magazines had been moved 
from Woodstock to Fordham, and Wynne decided 
to make some refinements to The Messenger. His 
proposal for the new journal was “to gather into one 
central publication a record of Catholic achievement 
and a defense of Catholic doctrine, built up by skillful 
hands in every region of the globe. It will discuss 
questions of the day affecting religion, morality, 
science and literature, and suggest principles that may 
help to the solution of the vital problems constantly 
thrust upon our people.”44 In some ways the new 
publication would be the American equivalent of The 
Tablet, the first-rate Catholic magazine published 
in England. The new journal would be called 
America as an indication of its scope—it was to be 
international in its news and views, and national 
in its circulation. Its national scope would also be 
demonstrated in that its board of editors would be 
drawn from all the American Jesuit provinces, not 
just Maryland-New York. The first issue of America 
magazine appeared in April, 1909. Wynne himself, 
who was also editor of the Catholic Encyclopedia, 
remained as editor of America for only a few months, 
being succeeded by Fr. Thomas Campbell, SJ, the 
former provincial. The editorial staff of America led a 
rather peripatetic existence, moving several times in 
the first few years before finally taking up residence 

A photo of Fr. Thomas Campbell, SJ

Information about Fr. Campbell on the reverse side of the photo to the left.
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Notable Jesuits

�e Society of Jesus 
has a long tradition 
of using the printed 
word to spread and 
defend the Gospel. 
Fr. John Wynne, 
SJ, was a man who 
devoted much of his 
long life to this work. 
Born in New York in 
1859 and educated 
at Xavier, he entered 
the New York-Canada 
Mission at West Park 
in 1876. Following 
the usual course of 
Jesuit formation, he was ordained in 1890 and was soon 
missioned to work on the sta� of the Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart. In 1909, he became the founding editor of 
America magazine, all the while continuing his work as 
one of the editors of the original Catholic Encyclopedia. 
�e author or editor of several other religious works, he 
also served as a vice-postulator for the cause of the North 
American Martyrs until their canonization in 1929. Fr. 
Wynne’s long and fruitful life came to an end in 1948.

Fr. John Wynne, SJ 

on West 86th Street in 1917 as a House of Writers, 
dependent on the St. Ignatius community. 

The year 1907 was a significant one for the Society 
in all of North America. Following on Decree 8 
of the 25th General Congregation of the previous 
year, Father General Wernz began a significant 
restructuring of the Society on this continent. On 
June 7, 1907, the Superior General issued a decree 
transforming the Mission of Canada into the Province 
of Canada; likewise, on that same day the Province of 
New Orleans was erected and the Province of Mexico 
was reestablished. The Rocky Mountain Mission was 
joined to the California Mission, soon to become 
the California Province. The Buffalo Mission of the 
German Province came to an end with much of its 
territory being joined to the Missouri Province, but 
with the western New York portion being added to 
the Maryland-New York Province. Thus Canisius 
College and High School, along with the parishes 
of St. Michael’s and St. Ann’s, now fell under the 
jurisdiction of the Maryland-New York provincial 
along with the 62 Jesuits who were staffing these 
institutions.

The Jesuits of New York were not unfamiliar 
with “the Queen City of the Lakes,” since the 
Society’s presence in Buffalo dated from 1848, a 
year after the diocese of Buffalo was erected, when 
two Jesuits from the New York-Canada Mission 
preached a mission at St. Louis Church in the city.45

This particular parish had been a major headache for 
bishop Hughes when the city was part of the New 
York diocese and it continued to be one for Bishop 
John Timon, the first Bishop of Buffalo. The issue 
was trusteeism, wherein lay trustees controlled the 
parish church. The Society soon established itself 
in several parishes in the suburbs of Buffalo and the 
bishop sought to install one of the Jesuits as pastor 
of St. Louis. When the trustees refused to accept 
him, the bishop established nearby the parish of St. 
Michael the Archangel and placed it in the care of 
the Society. By early 1852, a small church had been 
erected and, in 1858, in another part of the city, a 
second Jesuit parish, St. Ann’s, was founded. Debt 
was a major problem for these early Jesuits since 
the cost of purchasing land had been significant. 
Nonetheless the fathers pressed on and in 1864 began 
construction of a much larger St. Michael’s Church 
to replace the hastily built one that had been erected 
during the controversy with St. Louis. The new 
church was dedicated in 1867, and though severely 
damaged in a fire in 1962, it remains in operation 
to the present day. St. Ann’s also prospered, and in 
1886 a new, larger church replaced the original 1858 
structure.

Much of the ministry of the Society in Buffalo had 

been directed toward German speaking Catholics. A 
growing problem was finding personnel within the 
New York-Canada Mission who could speak that 
language. Eventually the superior of the mission 
requested that the Superior General establish a 
mission for the German Americans with Buffalo as a 
base, and entrust it to one of the German Provinces. 
This the General eventually did and in 1869 German 
Jesuits entered the city to begin work. A small 
school was quickly established at St. Michael’s and 
dedicated to then Blessed Peter Canisius. Thus began 
Canisius College and High School.46 In 1872, the 
cornerstone was laid for what was to be the main 
building of the college on Washington Street. In 
1875, a large piece of property was purchased about 
two miles from the Washington Street school. In 
1912, this would become the new home for Canisius 
College. In the meantime, in 1883, what would later 
be known as Canisius High School was incorporated 
as the Academic Department of the college. In 1894, 
following a practice that was becoming common in 
many Jesuit schools, the course of studies at Canisius 
was lengthened to eight years, with a separate four-
year high school and a four-year college program. 
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High school students far outnumbered the college 
students at this time (by a ratio of five-to-one), again, 
much like the situation on other Jesuit schools, 
and in 1912 the decision was made to physically 
separate the two, with the high school remaining at 
Washington Street and the college moving out to 
Main Street, to the property that had been acquired in 
1875 and where the first of many academic buildings 
had already been erected. The high school would 
remain at St. Michael’s until the mid-1940s when it 
moved to its present location on Delaware Avenue.

The borough of Brooklyn, united to New York in 
1898, could not be neglected by the province. While 
Bishop John Loughlin, who governed the Brooklyn 
diocese until his death in 1891, had not been keen on 
having Jesuits work in his jurisdiction, his successor, 
Bishop Charles McDonnell, an alumnus of Xavier, 
was eager to have the Society establish a college in 
Brooklyn.47 He had offered Fr. Purbrick an already 
existing parish where a Jesuit college could be 
located, but the provincial, upon examination of the 
place, decided that it was in such a run-down part of 
the borough that a college could not possibly succeed 
there. An offer of another parish to Purbrick’s 
successor, Fr. Thomas Gannon, was likewise deemed 
unacceptable. In the days when the majority of the 
faculty and staff at a Jesuit school were members 
of the Society, there was also a manpower issue 
involved in committing the province to another 
college. That being said, the great and consistent 
growth in men entering the province in the early 
years of the 20th century gave the next provincial, Fr. 
Joseph Hanselman, SJ, confidence that a new venture 
could be launched, and so in 1906 permission was 
secured to open a college in Brooklyn.48

Land which was once the site of Kings County 
Penitentiary seemed the ideal location and the 
province entered into bidding at public auction for a 
parcel of land large enough to hold the college that 
was envisioned. Unfortunately, other individuals 
also saw great potential in the site and the price 
eventually paid for the land, almost a quarter of a 
million dollars, was considerably more than the 
province had expected. The cost of the land and 
of the first building would saddle the college with 
a debt that would later have serious consequences 
for the institution. Nonetheless, construction was 
begun on the first of what was planned to be several 
buildings, with the intention of starting classes in 
the grammar and high school divisions in the fall 
of 1908. Sufficient progress was made so that more 
than 200 students were able to start classes in three 
years of grammar school and four of high school on 
September 15, 1908. (Rather than take in students 
in one grade only, which would become the norm in 
later foundations, students here were admitted into 

several grades.) Tuition was set at $100 per year. As 
would be the case for the whole history of Brooklyn 
College, the great majority of its students would be in 
the high school division. In September, 1909, the first 
students were accepted into the first-year course in 
the collegiate division.

Brooklyn College, as the school was formally 
known, had been granted a provisional charter by 
the Regents of the State of New York in 1908. This 
charter would become absolute in 1913 provided that 
the institution had assets that exceeded it liabilities 
by $500,000. Unfortunately, by 1913, when the 
first group in the collegiate division was finishing 
its course of studies and was ready to graduate, the 
college was still mired in debt, and, according to the 
province procurator, having trouble even paying the 
interest on its debt. To resolve at least some of these 
difficulties the trustees of the college requested that 
its charter be amended to make it simply a grammar/
high school (to be called initially Brooklyn Academy 
and, in 1927, Brooklyn Preparatory School) and, with 
the cooperation of the College of St. Francis Xavier, 
to have the charter of Xavier moved to Brooklyn so 

Notable Jesuits

�e Fathers of the Church, the 
great theologians of the early 
Christian centuries, exercised 
an enormous in�uence on the 
teachings of the Church in its 
formative years. A man who 
dedicated himself to studying 
and teaching the thought of these 
giants was Fr. Walter Burghardt, 
SJ. Graduating from Xavier 
High School and entering the 
Maryland-New York Province in 
1931, Fr. Burghardt immersed himself in the writings of 
the Fathers of the Church (patrology) while a student at 
the Catholic University of America. Becoming professor 
of patrology at Woodstock College in 1946, he would 
remain on the faculty through the school’s transition to 
New York City, until its closing in 1974, when he moved 
on to teach the same subject at Catholic University. He 
spent the last years of his active life as a senior fellow at 
the Woodstock Center in Washington. While no doubt 
in�uencing generations of Jesuits through his teaching 
and preaching, Fr. Burghardt exercised an even wider 
in�uence through his work as an editor of �eological 
Studies, a task he carried out for 45 years.

Fr.Walter Burghardt, SJ 
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now the college would become the collegiate division 
of Xavier, operating in Brooklyn. This was eventually 
approved. This was agreeable as well to Xavier 
because its own collegiate division, located as it was 
in the middle of a rapidly growing major city, was no 
longer able to attract a significant number of students 
to its spatially very limited campus. 

The challenge of running several colleges that 
would provide a high quality education to students 
but with the limited manpower that the province had 
available was well understood both by the rectors 
of the colleges and by province officials. Fr. David 
Hearn, SJ, rector and president of Xavier, realized 
in 1904 that with just five students in its graduate 
department the graduate school at Xavier could 
not continue, and it was discontinued in 1906.49

The collegiate division was suffering as well from 
declining enrollment. Other New York colleges 
such as City College and Hunter had moved their 
campuses to more spacious locations within the 
city, but Xavier was unable to do this. By 1909, a 
decision was reached that the college would have to 
be closed. Fr. Provincial Hanselman held a series of 
discussions between 1911 and 1912 with the current 
and former rectors of the colleges in the New York 
area. He decided, among other things, that, for both 
educational and financial reasons, some type of 
merger should be attempted between Fordham and 
Xavier. Accordingly, the collegiate division at Xavier 
was relocated to Fordham where it entered into a 
complicated arrangement with the university. The 
experiment was not a success, however, and was soon 
abandoned. Thus a move to Brooklyn offered another 
possibility, though this too would not be of long 
duration, and soon there remained to Xavier only its 
thriving high school division.

The educational endeavors of the province were 
by no means finished with the start of Brooklyn 
Prep. In 1911, a parishioner at St. Ignatius in 
Manhattan, a wealthy woman recently widowed, 
had been discussing with Fr. David Hearn, SJ, 
formerly of Xavier, and now the pastor and superior 
at St. Ignatius, various options for her charitable 
impulses.50 After making sizable donations to a 
number of worthy causes including St. Ignatius 
Church, she decided she would like to make a major 
gift to the province. Two possibilities emerged: 
the construction of the seminary on the property 
that had been recently purchased in Yonkers or the 
establishment of a free school for Catholic boys in 
New York City. This latter option was one dear to the 
heart of Fr. Hearn. While president of Xavier several 
years earlier, he had worked out a plan to provide 
tuition assistance that would enable even poor boys 
to attend Xavier. Archbishop Farley, it seems, was 
concerned that Jesuit schools were too elitist, with 

tuition beyond the reach of the many poor Catholics 
in the city. Furthermore, Fr. Hearn was well-aware of 
the old tradition in the Society where Jesuit schools 
did not charge tuition. His benefactress, after visiting 
the Yonkers site, decided it was not suitable, and 
so opted for the establishment of a high school. 
Permission was procured from Father General Wernz, 
and on Christmas Eve in 1912 the first installment 
of $500,000 was handed over to Fr. Hearn to launch 
the school, placed under the patronage of St. John 
Francis Regis. Fr. Anthony Maas, SJ, who had 
become provincial just two months earlier, would 
much rather have seen the gift go to the construction 
of the seminary -- he had recently been the rector of 
Woodstock College -- but the benefactress had made 
up her mind and the Superior General had given his 
permission, so the matter was closed. Through the 
agency of third parties, six lots were purchased across 
from St. Ignatius Church on 84th Street through to 
85th Street and the architectural firm of Maginnis and 
Walsh, which had worked on Boston College’s new 
Chestnut Hill campus, was retained. Construction 
moved along quickly and in September, 1914 the first 
250 students arrived to begin their freshman year.

The ministry of the Spiritual Exercises has been 
an important one for the Society from its earliest 
days, so it is not surprising that it would continue to 
be so in the Maryland-New York Province, but the 
growth of the practice of giving the Exercises to the 
laity had a curious beginning. Inspired by work on 
the lay retreat movement that was being done by a 
Jesuit in England, several Xavier alumni approached 
the Maryland-New York provincial, Fr. Hanselman, 
for his assistance in getting a similar program started 
in New York.51 Hanselman selected Fr. Terence 
Shealy, SJ, for the work. The pressing need for an 
apostolic venture that would focus especially on the 
spirituality of the working man was clear to insightful 
Catholic leaders in the late 19th and early 20th century. 
Leo XIII’s encyclical Rerum Novarum brought the 
“0social question” to the forefront as the growing 
attraction of socialism, especially among the working 
classes, was unarguable. Of special concern was the 
way in which working class Catholics were gradually 
losing their respect for the Church and its leaders. As 
Shealy noted, “[T]he democratic awakening of the 
masses and their power at the ballot box leads to an 
unhealthy independence in the domain of religious 
authority, and an alarming freedom of thought and 
action. The relations between the worker and the 
master are becoming mechanical and impersonal, and 
the tendency is to create similar relations between the 
worker and the Church. At any rate the attitude of the 
workman towards the Church, at least in our great 
centers of industry, is not what it used to be…”52

Furthermore, he notes, “The forces of Socialism 
and irreligion are using every form of argument and 
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appeal to win his allegiance.”53 While the hierarchic 
and even paternalistic attitude expressed here may 
seem strange and off-putting to us today, it did 
represent very much the view of Church and society 
common among Jesuits at that time. 

Fr. Terence Shealy, 
SJ, would become 
the man most clearly 
identified with the 
lay retreat apostolate 
in the United States, 
in the early part of 
the century. He was 
born in County Cork, 
Ireland, in 1863, came 
to America to enter the 
novitiate at Frederick 
in 1886 and was 
ordained at Woodstock 
in 1898. With the 
provincial’s request 
that he assist the Xavier 
alumni, he organized 
in 1909 the “Week-end 
Retreat for Laymen” 
and began giving 
retreats that lasted from 
Friday evening until Monday morning.54 The initial 
site for these retreats was Fordham University, but 
soon they were moved to Keyser Island. Apparently, 
some thought had been given to establishing a 
retreat house for laymen on the university campus 
but this was dropped in light of the fact that when 
classes were in session and student boarders were on 
campus, there was no way the retreatants could find 
the quiet needed to make the retreat. Keyser Island 
was only a short term solution and the Laymen’s 
League, which had been established to promote the 
retreat movement, assisted Fr. Shealy in the search 
for a suitable location for a retreat house. A 20-acre 
site in Staten Island was soon located. The property, 
known as the Fox Villa, had on it a large mansion that 
could be used to house the retreatants and its location 
was in close proximity to the Staten Island Rapid 
Transit, so retreatants could reach the house easily. 
The Society purchased the property for $50,000 and 
the lay retreat movement now had a permanent home. 
The movement was vigorously supported by Church 
authorities and in its first five years more than one 
hundred retreats were preached to almost 2,500 men. 
At the time, Mt. Manresa did not have a resident 
staff, and Shealy used to commute each weekend 
from Manhattan to conduct the retreats. Over the 
succeeding decades the lay retreat movement would 
expand far beyond these humble beginnings.

The spread of socialism among the working class 

remained a great concern for Shealy, and in late 1911 
the first edition of a monthly magazine, Common 
Cause, appeared. With articles such as “The Menace 
of Radical Education” and “Would Socialism Destroy 
the Family,” it aimed to alert people to the danger 
lurking in the workplace. Due to a lack of funding, 
however, the magazine had only a four-year run. 
The growth of socialist influence among the working 
class, however, would not be stemmed simply by 
weekend retreats. Shealy recognized the need as well 
for a “School of Social Studies” to train men who 
could bring Catholic social teaching to the market 
place and the work place. For 11 years beginning in 
1911, Shealy’s School of Social Studies attempted to 
do this; however, as it mainly attracted middle class 
men rather than workers, it did not achieve its aim, 
and it was eventually merged with Fordham’s School 
of Social Work.55 While not a success, Shealy’s 
efforts can be seen as an initial, though failed, effort 
that would later find more successful expression in 
the Labor Schools that the province would establish 
in the 1930s and 1940s.

As the work of the lay retreat movement in its 
early days was very much associated with Fr. Shealy, 
so also another work begun in the early years of the 
20th century became closely associated with another 
Jesuit, Fr. Joseph Stadelman.56 In this instance it 
was the apostolate to the blind. Stadelman had been 
involved with the care for the deaf when he was 
approached by a blind woman concerned about the 
dearth of Catholic reading material available for 
those without sight. Various systems of writing in 
tactile print had been developed that would enable 
the blind to read, but no Catholic book apart from 
a few copies of The Faith of Our Fathers was to be 
found in the entire country. Thanks to some timely 
donations, the equipment needed to produce books 
for the blind was purchased and installed in the 
basement of a building the Apostleship of Prayer was 
using across the street from Xavier on 16th Street. The 
first book published was the Baltimore Catechism, 
since there was a felt need to provide blind Catholics 
with a work that would instruct them in their faith. 
The Free Catholic Publication Society for the Blind 
was formally incorporated in 1904, with Stadelman 
as the director and several lay women as the president 
and vice-presidents of the Society. A few years later, 
in order to secure a more stable foundation for the 
work, now known as the Xavier Free Publication 
Society for the Blind, the lay trustees resigned in 
favor of a new board consisting of nine Jesuits. 
Over the next several decades, the Xavier Society 
would produce several thousand volumes to form a 
library, eventually located on West 97th Street, where 
the blind could borrow books on a wide range of 
subjects, most particularly those of a religious nature. 
In the 1930s, advances in technology enabled the 

Born in Ireland in 1863 Fr. Terence 
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he was instrumental in starting the lay 
retreat movement.
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Society to make available recordings of works to go 
along with those written in Braille.57

The year 1914 also witnessed the outbreak 
of World War I, and while the United States did 
not formally become involved in the war until 
April, 1917, it was inevitable that the war would 
have a great impact on both the personnel and the 
institutions of the province. The reality of the war 
was brought close to home when on July 30, 1916, 
the so-called Black Tom explosion occurred. Many 
railroad yards were located in Jersey City, near 
New York Harbor and the Statue of Liberty. Here, 
a train filled with munitions intended for shipment 
to Europe, exploded, quite possibly because of 
sabotage. St. Peter’s College, located on Grand 
Street, was only about one mile away, and the school 
and the church sustained about $12,000 in damage 
from broken windows, including stained glass in the 
church and damage to walls.58

World War I also had a significant impact on the 
government of the universal Society. Following 
the death of Fr. Wernz in the summer of 1914, the 
26th General Congregation had elected as Father 
General the assistant for Germany, Fr. Wlodimir 
Ledochowski, SJ, on February 11, 1915. The new 
Superior General was of Polish extraction and had 
been a subject of the Austro-Hungarian Emperor. 
A problem then arose when on May 23, 1915, Italy 
joined the war on the side of the French and British 
and against Germany and Austria-Hungary. Because 
the Superior General was technically an enemy alien, 
he could not remain in Rome, and so on August 1, 
1915, the Superior General and his curia moved 
to Zizers in Switzerland. Although for more than 
60 years the Society had been forbidden by Swiss 
law from operating in that country, the government 
allowed the Superior General to enter its territory, 
where he would govern the Society until his return 
to Rome at the end of 1918. Going with the Superior 
General into “exile” was the first assistant of the 
newly created American Assistancy, Fr. Thomas 
Gannon, SJ, the former provincial of the Maryland-
New York Province. 

Following Congress’s declaration of war in 1917, 
the rapid growth of the armed forces of the United 
States meant that there would be many young 
Catholic men now in uniform whose spiritual needs 
would have to be attended to. The Society in the 
United States and the Maryland-New York Province 
in particular were quick to respond. Frs. Richard 
Rankin, SJ, and Gerald Tracy, SJ, were the first of 19 
members of the province who would don the uniform 
of chaplain in the United States military. Some saw 
action in Europe while others served in camps in 
America.

Conscription also made an impact on the 
province. Members of the clergy, broadly defined, 
were considered ineligible for military service but 
unmarried men 21 to 31 (and eventually 18 to 45) 
had to register and could be drafted into the armed 
services. The decision was made to confer minor 
orders on many men in their early stages of formation 
and thus render them ineligible, as clerics, for 
military service. At St. Andrew-on-Hudson alone, 
minor orders were conferred on 161 novices and 
juniors from late 1917 through the spring of 1918. 

Not surprisingly, the war had an effect on Jesuit 
higher education. At both Brooklyn College and 
St. Peter’s College the enrollment was low to begin 
with, with fewer than 100 men taking courses in each 
when America entered the war. With conscription 

Notable Jesuits

Within three weeks in the late summer of 1913, two of 
the great Jesuit high school teachers of the New York 
Province came into this world, one in Brooklyn, Stephen 
Du�y, and the other in Montclair, N.J., Vincent Taylor.

Fr. Du�y, the elder of the two, entered the Society at 
Wernersville in February, 1931, and Fr. Taylor did the 
same at St. Andrew-on-Hudson in August, 1932. Both 
went through the regular course of studies within the 
Society before serving at the apostolates that occupied 
them for the rest of their active lives. Fr. Du�y would 
teach Latin, Greek, and theology at Regis from 1945 until 
1991, and then for the next ten years would serve as a 
tutor for students experiencing academic di�culties. He 
also had a side occupation running a weekly pool during 
the football season. Calling himself the “Bukidon Bookie” 
he would provide students with the opportunity to make 
a very small wager on the outcome of NFL games. Half 
of the funds raised each week would be set aside for the 
Philippine Missions. His aim was not merely to raise 
funds, but also to raise the consciousness of the students 
regarding global human needs.

Fr. Taylor arrived at Xavier in 1947 to begin a ministry 
that would last until his death in March, 2000. While 
he taught Latin and theology for a time, he was most 
noted as an English teacher. Spending more than 50 
years in the classroom, he committed himself each year 
to trying to be a better teacher than he had been the year 
before. Countless Xavier students over the decades thus 
bene�tted from his great dedication.

Fr. Stephen Duffy, SJ, and 
Fr. Vincent Taylor, sj 
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aimed especially at the age group from which college 
students were drawn, the future for these schools 
was not bright. The Federal Government through 
the War Department had created the Students Army 
Training Corps (SATC), designed to prepare college 
students for eventual service in the military during 
the war. Implementation of this program would 
require a certain amount of consolidation, since the 
government was not going to run a SATC program 
at every college. Fordham was the logical site for the 
program among the Jesuit colleges in the New York 
area, and thus students from St. Peter’s College and 
from Brooklyn College went to Fordham in the fall of 
1918. College classes were suspended both in Jersey 
City and in Brooklyn. With the war ending suddenly 
in November, 1918, SATC was soon eliminated, but 
St. Peter’s was unable to reestablish its collegiate 
division for more than a decade and Brooklyn 
College lasted only briefly.

The end of the war in November, 1918, did not 
signal a period of peace and tranquility, for the 
influenza pandemic had already broken out. This 
plague, whose world-wide death toll has been 
placed as high as 100 million by some scholars, 
was, contrary to most flu outbreaks, particularly 
devastating among healthy young adults. Jesuit 
scholasticates were hard hit by the disease, with four 
young men dying at St. Andrew-on-Hudson alone in 
less than a week in late January, 1919. 

The years immediately after World War I witnessed 
many changes in the United States, as this country 
finally became a nation more urban than rural and as 
Congress passed a series of laws greatly restricting 
immigration. It was also significant for the Maryland-
New York Province, with the addition of an important 
new missionary territory and the first major division 
of the province with the splitting off of the New 
England states first into a vice-province and then into 
an independent province.

Pope Benedict XV, in his 1919 encyclical 
Maximum Illud, laid great stress on the importance 
of the missions, and so it was not surprising when 
he assigned to the Society care for the area around 
Bombay, India. Father General Ledochowski 
asked the Maryland-New York Province to take 
responsibility for this and the provincial, Fr. Joseph 
Rockwell, SJ, asked for volunteers. There was 
a generous response to this request, and 10 men 
(8 priests and 2 scholastics) were chosen for this 
mission.59 Although the Maryland-New Yorkers 
had not yet set foot in India, the 1920 Catalogue of 
the Province listed the various houses and works 
that would soon be staffed by the Americans. 
When the men applied to the British government 
for the necessary visas, however, a problem arose. 

Initially there was no response to the request; then 
the scholastics were denied permission to enter the 
country. Finally, it became clear that the priests 
would never receive the needed documents either. 
Some speculate that the British government was 
determined to keep missionaries from allied countries 
out of India. Others think that the problem lay in the 
Irish names of many of the men from the province 
applying for admission to India. The Easter Rebellion 
had been only a few years earlier. Rather than wait 
around for permission that would never come, the 
Superior General, in a letter of June 4, 1920, told 
Rockwell to send the Americans to the Philippines 
and that an equal number of Spaniards then in the 
Philippines would be sent to India.60 Thus it was that, 
although several American Jesuits, including some 
for Maryland-New York, were already working in 
these islands, the first large contingent of twenty 
Jesuits arrived in Manila in July, 1921, and the listing 
of the Bombay apostolates disappeared from the 
Catalogue.61

The formal separation of the Philippine Mission 
from the Province of Aragon and its incorporation 
as a Mission of Maryland-New York finally took 
place in the spring of 1927. At that point there 
were in this mission 176 Jesuits, of whom 46 were 
Filipinos, 53 Americans and 77 Spaniards. The 
mission then contained two colleges and twenty-four 
other residences. The Americans wasted no time in 
extending their missionary endeavors. In 1928, an 
Ateneo was established in Zamboanga and in 1933 
the new novitiate at Novaliches was formally opened. 
It continued to grow with the addition of an annual 
infusion of Americans from Maryland-New York as 
well as native vocations to the point where, at the 
outbreak of World War II in the Pacific in 1941, there 
were 310 members of the mission, of whom 130 were 
Filipinos.62 This mission would remain for decades a 
major commitment of the province both in terms of 
men and in terms of money.
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