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Chapter 3 
Province Leadership in the First Decades

The five men who successively led the 
Maryland-New York province in the final 
two decades of the 19th century were 
distinctly different in personality but all 
came to the position with great leadership 

experience. 

The first provincial of the new province in 1879 
was Fr. Robert Brady, SJ, who had been for the 
previous two years provincial of Maryland.31 He was 
born in Maryland in 1825 and entered the Society at 
Frederick in 1843. These were the early days of the 
Maryland Province and facilities for the full course 
of studies were not yet in place, so after taking first 
vows, Mr. Brady was sent to Georgetown College to 
teach “rudiments” to the youngest students. It was 
then to Holy Cross for five more years of teaching 
and then back to Georgetown for the study of 
philosophy and theology leading to his ordination 
in 1857. One of his fellow ordinands was Fr. Robert 
Fulton, SJ, who would succeed him as provincial. 
After tertianship at Frederick he spent that next 17 
years in Baltimore and Washington, often as rector 
or superior of a community. In May of 1877 he was 
appointed provincial of Maryland and two years later 
provincial of the Maryland-New York Province, a 
position he would hold until 1882. He later served 
briefly as the vice-provincial of the province when his 
successor was away acting as Visitor to the Province 
of Ireland. He died in March, 1891.

Robert Fulton succeeded Brady in May, 1882.32 He 
was born in Alexandria, Virginia in 1826 of a mixed 
marriage—his father being a Presbyterian. Among 
his relatives he counted U.S. President Benjamin 
Harrison. While young Robert had been baptized 
as a Catholic, when he got older his father thought 
it was time for him to move into the Presbyterian 
Church, but the boy would have none of this, and 
absolutely refused to cease attending his Catholic 
parish church. He entered Georgetown College at 
age sixteen with the intention of moving eventually 
to West Point, but while at Georgetown he decided 
to become a priest. By this point his father had died 
and his mother decided that she wished to become a 
nun, so after manumitting their slaves young Robert 
went off to the novitiate at Frederick and his mother 
entered the Visitation convent near Washington, D.C. 
A few years after his ordination in 1857, he was 

sent to Boston where 
he eventually became 
the president of Boston 
College, then pastor of 
St. Lawrence O’Toole 
in New York, and then 
rector of Gonzaga 
College, in the capital. 
As noted above, in May, 
1882, he was named 
the second provincial 
of the Maryland-New 
York Province and 
held that post until 
May, 1888. During 
his time as provincial, 
Father General sent 
him as a Visitor to the 
Irish Province. After 
completing his term 
as provincial he went 
back to Boston College 
as rector. By this point, 
however, his health was 
deteriorating and he 
was eventually sent to 
Santa Clara, Calif. to 
recuperate, but he died 
there in September, 
1895. 

The third provincial and first New Yorker was 
Fr. Thomas Campbell, SJ, who was born in the city 
in 1848.33 At the age of 12 he began studies at the 
College of St. Francis Xavier, and finished the course 
in six years, earning his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1866. After completing his Master of Arts degree the 
following year, he abandoned thoughts of pursuing 
a career in law, and entered the novitiate of the New 
York-Canada Mission in Montreal. After two years 
as a novice, but only one as a junior, he was sent for 
regency to Fordham for three years. It was then to 
Woodstock for three years of philosophy and then 
to Xavier for two more years of regency. Theology 
at Louvain followed, where he was ordained in 
1881. Before being named provincial, he was 
rector of Fordham, where his claims to fame were 
introducing military training and electric lighting. In 
his five years as provincial (1888-1893) the Jamaica 

The fourth provincial of the 
Maryland-New York Province, 
Fr. William Pardow, SJ, took 
office in 1893. While he was an 
adept provincial, Fr. Pardow had 
a passion for preaching and in 
1897 he stepped down from the 
provincialate and soon took up 
residence at St. Aloysius parish in 
Washington, D.C., where he would 
preach and give retreats.
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Mission was assigned to the province as a mission 
area and a site on Keyser Island in Connecticut was 
purchased as a place for “retreats for gentlemen.” 
Also, he determined that the brothers in the province 
should wear the Jesuit “habit.” As noted above, Fr. 
Campbell had attempted to divest the province of 
responsibility for St. Joseph parish in Troy, N.Y., but 
changed his mind after pleas from both the Bishop 
of Albany and several prominent citizens from Troy. 
He did succeed, however, in selling to a group of 
Italian nuns the property that had been used as the 
novitiate in West Park, N.Y. According to legend, the 
Jesuits were having a problem finding fresh water 
on the property, but after it came into the possession 
of the sisters, the problem disappeared. Perhaps 
the fact that the superior of the sisters was Mother 
Cabrini had something to do with this? His years 
after his provincialate were marked by terms as rector 
of Fordham once again and as editor of America
magazine, but perhaps what he is most well-known 
for is his work researching and publishing books on 
the history of the Society and especially on the work 
of the Society in New France. He died at Monroe, 
N.Y., in December, 1925.

Fr. William Pardow, SJ, the fourth provincial, 
was born in New York City in 1847, and like his 
predecessor was a student at Xavier.34 Finishing his 
A.B. degree at age 17, he entered the Society for 
the New York-Canada Mission in Montreal in 1864. 
He started his philosophical studies at Fordham in 
1864, but was part of the first group of scholastics 
to go to the banks of the Patapsco when Woodstock 
College opened in 1869. Following regency at Xavier 
and theology and tertianship in France, he returned 
to Xavier as a teacher. Soon he was made socius 
to the provincial in 1884 and was appointed tertian 
instructor in 1888. He soon realized that superiors 
had erred in assigning him to such a position when 
he was barely forty years of age. He understood that 
he lacked the life experience that an instructor really 
should bring to the position and so after two years he 
was moved to Xavier and was installed as rector. In 
his first three months in the job he dismissed 22 boys 
from the school for academic reasons and demoted 
another 18 to lower classes. In November, 1893, he 
was named the provincial of the Maryland-New York 
Province. While he carried out his responsibilities 
efficiently, his heart was really in preaching, so 
in 1897 he stepped down from the provincialate 

and soon took up residence at St. Aloysius parish 
in Washington, D.C. Here he preached and gave 
retreats as well as served as prefect of the church. In 
1903 he was again assigned as tertian instructor in 
the new formation house established at St. Andrew-
on-Hudson in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. In 1907, he was 
named pastor of St. Ignatius Loyola Parish in New 
York where he died in January, 1909.

Perhaps the most unusual of the provincials of 
the late 19th century was Fr. Edward Purbrick, SJ, 
who succeeded Pardow in February, 1897.35 First 
of all, he was not an American but an Englishmen. 
Secondly, he was a convert from Anglicanism, 
having attended Oxford University and been much 
influenced by John Henry Newman. Thirdly, he had 
already been a provincial superior—of the English 
Province. Born in 1830, he entered the Society 
in England shortly after his conversion in 1851. 
Following his ordination in Rome in 1861, he was 
rector of the Jesuit communities at both Stoneyhurst 
and Wimbledon and served as tertian instructor for 
seven years and provincial for nine years. Well into 
his sixties when he took on the responsibilities as 
provincial of Maryland-New York, it is not surprising 
that the job overtaxed his energies, and with the 
Superior General’s permission he returned to England 
to recover his health, but eventually he resigned 
the office effective early in 1901. He did, however, 
return to the U.S. briefly in 1905 to serve two years 
as tertian instructor at St. Andrew-on-Hudson. 
Returning to England in 1907, he died in July, 1914.

31An account of his life can be found in Woodstock Letters XX (1891), pp. 250-255.
32Woodstock Letters XXV (1896), pp. 90-112 has an extensive biography of Fr. Fulton.
33See Woodstock Letters LV (1926), pp. 268-277 for an account of his life.
34See Woodstock Letters XXXIX (1910), pp. 57-78 for an account of his life.
35See Woodstock Letters XLIII (1914) pp. 403-04 for an account of his life.


