
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 21st, 2014 
 

 

Dear Friend: 
 

The Centro Altagracia de Fe y Justicia (Altagracia Center for Faith and Justice) respectfully requests 

your support for our Second Annual Faith and Justice Award Ceremony, in honor of the legacy of 

Fr. Jeff Chojnacki, S.J.  The event will be held on Thursday, June 19th, 2014 at the Loyola Jesuit 

Community Garden located at 53 East 83rd Street, New York, NY from 6pm-8pm 
 

At this event, we will be recognizing Fr. Mario Serrano, S.J., National Director for Jesuit Social 

Ministries in the Dominican Republic with the Rev. Gerald J. Chojnacki, S.J. Faith & Justice 

Award.  

Fr. Mario Serrano is a Jesuit of the Antilles Province who played a crucial role in inspiring the very 

creation of the Centro Altagracia de Fe y Justicia and continues to advocate for social justice issues 

that affect migrants here and in the Dominican Republic. Please see the attached bio for more 

information. 

The Rev. Gerald J. Chojnacki, S.J. Faith & Justicie Award recognizes and affirms an individual 

who has made significant and tangible contributions to the faith and justice work of the New York 

City Immigrant Catholic community. 

The Centro Altagracia, established in 2005 by the New York Jesuits, is a 501(C)3 not-for-profit 

organization whose mission is to put faith into action and promote social justice through needs-based 

initiatives and dynamic collaboration with local parishes, community-based organizations, elected 

officials and the residents of Northern Manhattan to empower them and improve their quality of life.   

Your support will allow the Centro Altagracia to continue its efforts to provide assistance, education, 

and advocacy for affordable housing, domestic abuse, healthcare, faith formation and leadership 

development for youth and adults. 

Please take this moment to review the following sponsorship and support opportunities: 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SPONSOR: $5,000.00  

- Company name and logo in Event Program and future publications 

- Special Recognition at the Celebration (or future event tbd by Sponsor) 

- Ten tickets to Celebration (or a future event as agreed) 
 

FAITH IN ACTION SPONSOR: $2,500.00 

- Company name and logo in Event Program and future publications 

- Special Recognition at the Celebration (or future event tbd by Sponsor) 

- Five tickets to the Celebration (or a future event as agreed) 
 

COMMUNITY ANGEL: $1,000.00 

- Company name listed in Event Program 

- Five tickets to the Celebration (or future event as agreed) 
 

TICKET SPONSOR: $150.00 

- -Donate a ticket to a community member who otherwise would not be able to attend 
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TO PLACE AN AD IN THE EVENT PROGRAM, PLEASE SEE THE ADDITIONAL FORM 

We need your help in order to service the abundant needs of our community effectively and the keep the work of Fr. 

Chojnacki alive.  Please consider becoming a sponsor or making a check or online donation today.  If you have any 

questions, or wish to confirm your support, please call us at (212) 568-2115, or feel free to stop by the Centro Altagracia.  

Thank you in advance for your generous support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Richard Espinal 

Executive Director 

 

 



BIOS 

Rev. Mario Serrano, SJ was born in San Cristibal, Dominican Republc in 1968, and 

entered the Society of Jesus in 1988, a few months shy of his 20th birthday.  He was 

ordained in 2001, exactly 13 years to the day from when he first entered the Society. Prior 

to entering the Society, Fr. Serrano studied agriculture at the Loyola Polytechnic Institute 

in San Cristobal, and studied theology in Caracas, Venezueal from 1997 – 2001. During 

his time there, Mario also dedicated his time to working with Dominican and Haitian 

immigrants. He would later earn a Master of Arts degree in Sociology from the New 

School for Social Research in New York. 

In his work as a Jesuit, Mario or “Moreno” as he is affectionately called by those who 

know him, has worked as the Director of the Padre Juan Montalvo, SJ Center for Social 

Research, Director of the Centro Bonó, and currently serves in multiple roles as the 

National Director for Jesuit Social Ministries in the Dominican Republic, the Coordinator 

for Jesuit Refugee and Migrant Services for the Caribbean and the Coordinator for Haitian       

Ministry for the Dominican Conference of Bishops. 

In these roles, Mario has played a key role in advocating for political and fiscal policies that promote equality and reduce 

poverty. Among those, the fight to increase the investment in the public educational system in the Dominican Republic, 

promoting intercultural dialogue and defending the rights of Haitian migrants and the current plight of native-born 

Dominicans, many of whom are of Haitian descent, who have been rendered Stateless due to a recent court ruling. After 

the earthquake in 2010 that devastated much of Haiti, Mario was on the ground in Haiti and in Dominican Republic, 

coordinating relief efforts of local and international aid groups. 

It was the work of Fr Mario and the Centro Bonó that motivated Fr. Chojnacki, as Provincial of the New York Province, 

to greenlight what would become the Centro Altagracia de Fe y Justicia in 2004. 

 

Rev. Gerald J. Chojnacki was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., on Nov. 7, 1943, to Joseph and 

Frances (Beilen) Chojnacki. After graduating from Brooklyn Prep in 1961 and his 

acceptance into the Society of Jesus, Jeff, as he was called, proceeded north to St. Andrew-

on-Hudson, Poughkeepsie, N.Y., entering the Jesuit novitiate there on Aug. 14, 1961. 

Following novitiate and juniorate studies he went south to Bogota, Colombia (1965-67), to 

improve his Spanish and to study philosophy at the Facultades Eclesiasticas, Universidad 

Javeriana, receiving the Bachillerato en Filosofia y Letras. For his regency, he taught 

Spanish I, II, and III and Religion I at St. Peter’s Prep (1967-69) followed by further studies 

in Spanish at the University of Vermont (1969-70). 

In preparation for his ordination on May 26, 1973, he studied theology at Woodstock 

College (1970-74), gaining the M.Div. in 1975. From 1974 to 1977 he taught Spanish at 

Fordham Prep. Moving south again, from 1977 to 1988 he was assigned to Puerto Rico, 

teaching at Colegio San Ignacio and assisting at the Jesuit novitiate there. During the last six years there he also served as 

chaplain and student counselor. 

Returning to the mainland, he became Assistant Director of Novices at Syracuse (1988-89) and then served from 1989 to 

1996 as rector of Ciszek Hall, a residence for Jesuit seminarians studying philosophy near Fordham University. Several 

years of leadership of the Hispanic Lay Leadership Program (EPNE) while residing at Nativity Parish were followed by 

the challenging assignment as provincial of the New York Province (2002-08). After a sabbatical year, he was appointed 

as the rector of the Xavier Jesuit Community. He was carrying out that mission when he unexpectedly died. 

The mission of inculturation articulated and promoted by the Society of Jesus in the 32nd General Congregation was at 

the heart of his Jesuit life and work with Latinos. He was deeply committed to the work of Cristo Rey New York and the 

New York Nativities and worked passionately to read the signs of the times so the Society could best respond to the needs 

of God’s people, particularly the poor and immigrant communities.  

Under Fr. Chojnacki’s leadership, as provincial then as Board Chair, the Centro Altagracia de Fe y Justicia was formed to 

provide faith formation and support to the Dominican community in Northern Manhattan. 


